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From the President
Perhaps this year more than ever, I feel as if I’m coming out
of hibernation after a long winter’s nap. Spring and optimism
are in the air and I am looking forward to another summer on
Fishers Island. While things will not be back to 2019 levels,
we are planning for increased “normalcy.” The Museum will
open its doors once again and welcome the community back
inside, albeit with some restrictions.
Pierce Rafferty, our museum director, has been working
hard on this year’s annual exhibition, Fishers Island, Naturally,
that is generously sponsored by Altus Partners and Chubb.
The exhibition showcases a wide array of compelling nature
photographs and includes a selection of iNaturalist island images curated by Murray Fisher. The exhibition will be mounted both within the Museum and, in an expanded version,
in a virtual format on our website. Two special exhibitions
complement the main show: a selection of Todd McCormack’s striking nature photographs on the Second Floor, and
a series of engaging one-of-a kind monotypes by artist and
illustrator Genevieve Irwin in the Natural History Gallery.
The Museum has a number of exciting projects underway.
First, we have partnered with the New York Natural Heritage Program to conduct a series of ecological surveys of Land
Trust properties that will focus on significant occurrences of
natural communities, botanical surveys of rare plant species,
and zoological surveys of rare animal species. Second, the
Museum is embarking on a project to convert a section of
the Sanctuary that runs along Bell Hill Avenue into a nursery
for raising native plants, primarily for replanting within Land
Trust properties. We are working in collaboration with Russ
Cohen, naturalist and wild foods enthusiast, and Cayte McDonough, an expert in native plant nurseries.
As always, we have an exciting line-up of guest speakers

for this summer. Although the summer lectures have all been
booked as virtual, some may also be able to be given “in person.” Speakers include Rob Bierregaard, a prominent ornithologist, who will educate us on Barred Owls, celebrated
garden writer Page Dickey, who will speak on her new book
Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again, and Lucas
Savoy, wildlife research biologist, who will talk about the loon
restoration project underway in our region. For the history
buffs in our community, Pierce Rafferty’s talk will examine A
Most Pivotal Decade: Fishers Island in the 1940s. Please be sure
to check our calendar at the back of the newsletter for these
and additional speakers.
Both our children’s programs and nature walks will be back
in person this summer. Children’s programs will take place at
the Museum on Wednesdays at 2 pm. Nature Walks will be
led by board member Terry McNamara, meeting at the Museum on Thursday mornings at 10:30.
Throughout 2020, our Land Trust trails received record
high visitation. We hope that you will continue to enjoy nature this year with walks along our trails. To enhance your
experience, the Museum has partnered with the Fishers Island
School to update and maintain trail signage. A crew of volunteers and workers, led by Land Trust Steward Jack Schneider, has been clipping and clearing the trails to maintain easy
passageways. Our Trail Guide and individual trail maps can
be found on the Museum’s website, or downloaded to your
phone via a QR code at each trailhead; a hard copy of the
Guide is available at the Museum.
As always, thank you to all the Museum members whose
generous contributions have enabled us to provide such a
wide range of events, programming and special projects.
—Elizabeth McCance, President

Head On. Photo by Todd McCormack. Todd’s work is featured in a Special Exhibition on the 2nd Floor.

The Henry L. Ferguson Museum 2021 Annual Exhibition

Young Eastern Painted Turtle on lily pad, the Peninsula, Fishers Island. Photo by Terry McNamara.

Fishers Island, Naturally: A Photographic Celebration
Our Annual Exhibition is open for in person viewing beginning on July 1st.
Visit fergusonmuseum.org for the expanded virtual version of the show!

Evening Hunt.

Sharp-shinned Hawk.

A Closer Look:
Photographs by Todd McCormack

Monotypes by
Genevieve Irwin

Special Exhibition: 2nd Floor Main Gallery

Special Exhibition: 1st Floor Natural History Gallery

Exhibition sponsored by:
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New donated parcels north of Island Pond (aka Oyster Pond) and west of Perch Pond complement existing Land Trust (LT) properties.

Land Trust Report Spring 2021
The Land Trust has had an eventful time since last year’s
newsletter. We acquired two significant parcels of undeveloped land on the north side of the Main Road opposite Island
Pond and the Betty Matthiessen Sanctuary – one from Anne
Borland, and the other from Charles Haver and Stewart Skolnick. The parcels are contiguous to each other, and also to
other Land Trust property to the east, including Perch Pond

(see map above) hereby significantly expanding the corridor of
protected property in this area, so critical environmentally as
well as to our water supply.
In addition to expanding the area of Land Trust properties, a landmark step was taken in terms of their stewardship.
The Museum has partnered with the New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) to build on the efforts of the Yale
interns in 2016 and prepare a “wall-to-wall ecological community map” of our sanctuary areas, which now extend over
approximately 350 acres from Stony Beach on the extreme

Spotted Turtle (Clemmys guttata). Photo courtesy of NYNHP.

Slender Blue Iris (Iris prismatica). Photo Photo courtesy of NYNHP.

by Bob Miller
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the footbridge over the Middle Farms Pond outflow. Students
from the school also participated in trail maintenance, beach
clean-up, and compiled a handbook of rare plants and animals
of the maritime grassland and the beech forest. The Museum
purchased for school use a computer-guided router and related
software for fabricating school curriculum projects, which will
include new signage for many of our trails and sanctuaries.

HLFM is partnering with FI School woodworking projects.

West End to near Wicopesset Channel on the East End, and
in two places transect the island from Block Island Sound to
Fishers Island Sound.
As part of this study, NYNHP will inventory our various
types of habitat, and botanical and zoological species, focusing
particularly on rare species of flora and fauna.
With respect to fauna, island birds are considered to be
reasonably well-documented, but NYNHP will use acoustic
detectors to search for rare bats, and will seek to document
mice, voles, turtles, frogs and other amphibians, as well as insects. We have asked NYNHP particularly to focus on the
consequences of two fairly recent arrivals—coyotes and mink.
With respect to flora, rare plants will be sought, and data
as to findings will be entered into systems where they can be
easily accessed and used to evaluate the status of species and
trends. We will make these results available to all interested
parties, except to the extent necessary to protect rare plants.
Of particular relevance to our ongoing stewardship efforts
will be a survey of new and existing invasive plant species that
threaten rare plants. Like many islands, Fishers is rife with invasive plants, both native (Bullbrier and Trumpet Honeysuckle) and “exotic” (Japanese Knotweed, Oriental Bittersweet,
Japanese Honeysuckle, and Glossy Buckthorn). Some are so
prevalent that it is hard to imagine what would be growing on
our properties without them. They are a concern on which the
Fishers Island Conservancy, as well as the Museum, has been
focused. We hope that this study will help us understand the
particular threats that various invasive plants pose, and inform
us in attempting to develop targeted control strategies.
Our stewardship coordinator, Jack Schneider, worked with
the conservation class at the Fishers Island School to repair

We have an ongoing project to restore wetland plants within
the sanctuary along Bell Hill Avenue, and a project to establish
a colony of a moth species that feeds on Black Swallow-wort,
a highly invasive vine that is difficult to control. Jack will be
working with volunteers to establish plots to test methods
for increasing plant diversity by controlling dense growths of
Bluejoint Grass at Middle Farms without using chemicals.
Our trails continue to be in excellent condition. Some redundant loops were discontinued along the Clay Pit Trail in
the vicinity of the skeet range, and a new access trail was established at “Bull Rock” to connect Chocomount Trail with
the trails in the Chocomount Cove Sanctuary on the north
side of Main Road. The grassland on Isabella Beach Road was
expanded by the selective pruning of trees and shrubs.
In reviewing all our properties in connection with the Heritage Program and our ongoing stewardship activities, one cannot fail to note the large number of potential building lots
that are still unprotected. If a significant number of these lots
are developed, the island will be a very different place. If you
have an undeveloped building lot that you think would make
a good addition to the Land Trust, please contact the Museum.
Important tax benefits may still be available for the transfer of
property or development rights to the Museum.

FI School students posing with newly fabricated Land Trust sign, May
2021. Photo by Adam Murray.

New spur, marked by dotted line, links Chocomount Trail to
Chocomount Cove Sanctuary, north of Main Road, near Bull Rock.

Larva of Hypena opulenta moth feeding on Black Swallow-wort leaf.
Courtesy of Jeromy Biazzo, USDA.
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Fishers Island Seagrass Management
Coalition Update by Connor Jones
The Fishers Island Seagrass Management (FISM) Coalition
is getting ready to go into its fifth summer of activities. The
Coalition’s focus this spring and summer will be on reaching out to the island community and off-island stakeholder
groups for feedback on proposed seagrass management areas.
Starting in late summer 2020 and continuing into the spring
of this year, the Coalition has been meeting over Zoom to
identify locations around the island to designate as Seagrass
Management Areas (SMAs). The Coalition has also been
working on recommending associated uses for each SMA. Use
categories include Fishing, Watershed Protections, Aquaculture, Non-extractive Recreational Uses and Bottom Exploitation. The Coalition’s use recommendations attempt to balance
existing commercial and recreational needs with seagrass conservation best practices.
The Coalition will be presenting these management scenarios via a series of in-person and web-based events. We are looking for everyone to attend and provide input. The dates and
details of these meetings will be posted online (FISM website and Instagram, fishersisland.net) and on island bulletin
boards. Any questions regarding these upcoming events and
the Coalition’s planning process can be directed to the FISM
Project Coordinator, Connor Jones (fishersislandseagrass@
gmail.com).

One of the Coalition’s proposed Seagrass Management Areas (SMAs)
outlined in white, near eastern tip of FI.

The Coalition is continuing its monitoring efforts this summer by collecting data on water quality and human usage. Water quality data are being collected through the University of
Rhode Island’s Watershed Watch program. Seagrass thrives in
clean water, so the information we collect through Watershed
Watch will help inform future management decisions. Water
samples are collected every other week, May through October.
The Coalition is going into its third year as a participant
in MPA (Marine Protection Area) Watch. MPA Watch is a
community science project used to collect data that illustrate
how humans are using coastal areas. MPA Watch depends on
volunteers to collect data, and the Coalition is always looking for more people to get involved. No prior experience is
necessary, training will be provided. If requested, volunteers
will receive letters at the end of the year acknowledging their
hours spent on the project. This year on Fishers Island, volunteers can survey by walking set routes or, if volunteers have
personal boat access, they can survey from the water using the
boat-based protocol.
You can stay up-to-date with the Coalition’s activities by visiting our website (fiseagrass.org), following us on Instagram
(@fishers_island_seagrass) and looking for seagrass related
posts on fishersisland.net.
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like to
volunteer, participate or just learn more about our activities.
Emails can be sent to the FISM Project Coordinator, Connor
Jones, at fishersislandseagrass@gmail.com.

FI School students assist in gathering and preparing water samples for
the Watershed Watch program, May 2021. Photo by Carol Giles.

Seagrass bed at low tide, west of Hungry Point. Photo by Justine Kibbe.
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Nature Notes

Predators of Fishers Island
by Terry McNamara

The term ‘predator’ may bring to mind images of a muscled
mountain lion ready to pounce in an isolated gully or a muddied crocodile lying in wait at a quiet Saharan watering hole.
You might even think that predators are reserved for exotic
jungles or swamps. However, Fishers Island hosts its own murderer’s row of predators, no less fascinating though decidedly
less threatening (to humans, at least), and they each have a
vital role in keeping the island’s ecosystem healthy, diverse and
robust. This article will highlight several standout predators in
the Fishers Island ecosystem in the hopes that you come away
with a deeper respect and appreciation for them, especially if
you are lucky enough to have a face-to-face meeting.
Fishers Island has a very diverse population of animal life
found across a variety of different wooded habitats and grasslands, extensive marine coastline, sheltered coves and 130
acres of fresh and brackish ponds. You’ll find small mammals,
birds, frogs, turtles, snakes, fish, insects, and other invertebrates across the entire island.
Each of these populations, predator and prey, is constrained
in size by several factors; however, the key factor is the island’s
4.2 square mile area. The size of the habitat limits the maximum number of any species that can be supported nutritionally. For example, mainland studies indicate that the minimum acreage of healthy forest needed to support a fisher cat is
approximately 10 square miles. Although island ecology often
differs, this suggests that any fisher cat that visits the island will
be transient.
The population densities of prey are directly related to the
food available. The island’s small area is greatly impacted when
invasive plants occupy the limited growing space of native edible plants. Additionally, in recent years pesticides and herbicides from lawns and gardens are greatly depressing the populations of insects. While the deleterious effects of these toxins on
human health are well documented, they also threaten and
weaken the natural systems upon which the island ecosystem
survives and wreak havoc on the small birds, shrews, moles,
frogs, snakes, salamanders, and spiders that rely on these insects for their basic nutritional needs.

Red-tailed Hawk carrying off mink prey from HHC Golf Course, August
2018. Photo by Tommy Colman.

You are probably most familiar with the island’s diurnal
predators, as their hunting activity happens in the bright light
of day. However, most predation on the island happens at
night, hidden by a cloak of darkness. Coyotes have been in
residence on the island for over a dozen years yet they were
rarely spotted until quite recently. Their nocturnal habits kept
them hidden from view, but the chorus of howls at the noon
siren left no doubt about their presence.
The actual numbers of each species that currently call Fishers Island home are difficult to determine. Research gives us a
basis for the maximum number that might be supported; that
information, coupled with anecdotal accounts of sightings,
enable us to make an educated guess.

MAMMALIAN PREDATORS
Coyotes
While the scientific community continues to debate whether humans are (still) apex predators, there is no doubt that
while not apex, coyotes are the top predators on Fishers Island. Once fully grown at 40-50 pounds, they have no natural
enemies aside from irate pet owners and their proxies. Their

DOMINANT PREDATORS
The coyote and the Great Horned Owl are the two most
dominant predators on the island’s 2,600 acres of wooded and
grassland areas. There are also a number of minor players like
the raccoon, mink, Red-tailed Hawk and Barred Owl who terrorize the local populations of small fauna (and each other).
The island’s coastlines and pond shorelines are stalked by ospreys, egrets, herons, snapping turtles, and mink. In addition,
there are transients like the River Otter that move through the
area.

Watermelon-eating coyote in Dave Denison’s HHC garden, 1:53 a.m.,
August 24, 2018. Wildlife cam photo.
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various diseases such as canine distemper, a viral infection that
can decimate local populations.

diet includes all the smaller fauna residing on Fishers Island as
well as a large variety of fruits and vegetables. They consume
whatever is available season to season, be it nesting swans in
the spring or ripe watermelon in the summer.
Their extreme adaptability with regard to diet allows them
to thrive even when their home range is constrained. Studies
have shown packs existing within home ranges as small as 100
acres (1/15 of a square mile), however in New York State the
range for a pack tends to be slightly more than 2 square miles.
Contrary to popular imagination, a pack of coyotes is not
like a pack of wolves. Coyotes are generally considered shy and
non-confrontational. Although coyotes live in family groups
like wolves, they usually travel and hunt alone or in loose pairs.
A coyote pack consists of a breeding pair and usually one
or more of their nonbreeding offspring. The younger coyotes,
especially the males, are forced to leave when a new breeding
season begins. A few female offspring may remain to help raise
the next litter, if they fail to breed. Eventually, they strike out
on their own looking for an unoccupied territory and sometimes they swim to islands like ours, remaining transient until
they have established themselves in an area.
Packs do not aggressively defend their feeding territory except during the denning period (April-June) or in times of
food scarcity. There have not been any hostile coyote-human
interactions reported on Fishers Island, though coyotes have
been responsible for the disappearance of several domestic
pets. However, they are not the only suspects. The island’s
coyotes are vigorously competing against mink, raccoons,
owls, and hawks for prey among the island’s smaller vertebrate
populations.

Mink
Perhaps the most successful predator on the island during
the past decade has been the mink. They have a voracious appetite and a skill set that enables them to take prey much larger
than themselves. Mink are comfortable on land, in trees, and
in the water, allowing them to hunt a wide variety of prey. A
male will occupy and defend an area of 30 acres or more during
his 3-year lifetime.

Mink with captured fish, South Beach. Photo by Todd McCormack.

It is rare to encounter any of these predators, as they are
nocturnal by nature. However, prey availability, famine, or
disease will alter their innate behavior and cause appearances
during daylight hours. The populations of all these animals
tend to fluctuate as the prey populations wax and wane. Food
availability, weather conditions, and diseases are some of the
causes of the cyclic nature of prey population, as well.

AVIAN PREDATORS
The Great Horned Owl is the largest and fiercest of our avian predators with a home range of one-quarter to five square
miles. They threaten all but the largest creatures in the woodlands and grasslands, so only adult coyotes, large raccoons,

Raccoon. Photo by Tom Koerner, USFWS

Raccoons
The diet of the raccoon, another nocturnal predator, consists mostly of invertebrates, bird eggs, and vegetation. Since
raccoons rely on small animals for only a quarter of their dietary needs, a forest can support up to 15 raccoons per acre
Beyond their hunting skills, they are very adept at accessing
garbage cans for kitchen leftovers. They avoid predation by
coyotes, large hawks and owls using their climbing and swimming skills and they avoid areas where coyotes are active. Their
longevity is in the 2–3-year range due to their susceptibility to

Great Horned Owl, circa 1922. Photo by H.L. Ferguson.
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and river otters avoid being considered prey. These owls are
most easily located by their calls, nests, and the 3-4 inch long
owl “pellets” found beneath their nests and roosts. They feast
upon other avian predators, including surprisingly large prey
such as Ospreys and Great Blue Herons; however, small mammals seem to be their preferred diet.
Red-tailed Hawks and Barred Owls are predators that can
both be observed during the daylight hours, though activitywise the hawks work the day shift and the owls mostly feed
late afternoon through dawn. Any moving creature rabbitsized or smaller is fair game. Generally, home ranges for these
residents are about one square mile though the larger raptors
have hunting areas ranging from 200 yards to over 18 miles
from their nesting area.
It is not uncommon to spot the Sharp-shinned Hawk disable smaller birds by slamming into them in mid-air or the
larger Cooper’s Hawk barnstorming through shrubbery and
hedges while in pursuit of Mourning Doves and other medium-sized birds. They are the hawks most likely to be observed
in the vicinity of bird feeders.
Along the island’s marine, pond, and cove shorelines, the
Great Blue Heron and Great White Egret are the dominant
wading avian predators. Ospreys (whose numbers have been
increasing of late) and the Belted Kingfisher hunt fish by
plunging dramatically from the air into the water. The Double-crested Cormorant, whose numbers have increased for the
same reason as the Ospreys, the banning of the insecticide
DDT, feed on fish by pursuing them underwater, propelled
by their feet like a prehistoric-looking, matte-black torpedo.

through the early spring, the Northern Black Racer’s average
home range is approximately 30 acres. They live up to 10
years in the wild, providing a steady check on the island’s rodent population. Do not fear if you encounter one; there are
no wild venomous snakes on Fishers Island.

Common Snapping Turtle. Photo by Justine Kibbe.

Common Snapping Turtles
The Common Snapping Turtle is one of the longest living predators on the island. It can take a Common Snapping
Turtle up to 20 years to reach sexual maturity, and if they are
lucky, they can live up to 100 years. Research indicates that
an acre of pond area can support a snapping turtle biomass of
nearly 200 pounds, which is equal to four or five adults.
Adults feed on anything they are able to subdue. This includes small mammals, birds, amphibians, fish, and invertebrates as well as aquatic vegetation. Though they have acquired a reputation for eating ducklings, studies show that this
is exaggerated. Ducks and geese have been found to make up
less than 1% of their diet.
Built like an amphibious armored tank, the mature turtle
is only vulnerable to predation by coyotes when it is on land.
This generally occurs during the spring when they are migrating to a more favorable environment, or when the females are
nesting. If you should encounter a Common Snapping Turtle
crossing the road, it is natural to want to make sure it reaches
safety. However, care should be taken as they can be quite
fierce when approached. In the water, however, the opposite
disposition is on display. Individuals pacifically avoid contact
and swim away.

Northern Black Racer snake atop Fort Wright gun emplacement at
Parade Grounds. Photo by Jackie Williamson.

CONCLUSION

REPTILIAN PREDATORS
Northern Black Racers

The health of Fishers Island’s ecosystem depends on an expansive and complex web of relationships between producers
and consumers, predators and prey. To preserve the island’s
diverse flora and fauna we must make a concerted effort to
increase the amount of acreage that is conserved, to remove
invasive plants, and limit pesticide and herbicide use. By protecting and preserving these natural habitats from development, all Fishers Island residents, great and small, benefit.

Two of my favorite island reptiles round out the predator
roster. The Northern Black Racer is the largest snake found
on Fishers Island. If you frequently hike in lightly wooded
areas or fields, you will probably encounter this handsome
glossy black snake as it hunts during the daylight hours. It
actively feeds on rodents and other snakes. Though they
make themselves comfortable in one area when overwintering
8

More Nature Notes

House-hunting Ospreys
by Rob Bierregaard

The decade of the 1980s was a buyers’ market for househunting Ospreys. Two decades before, our widespread application of DDT on coastal marshes caused Osprey population
numbers to plummet. New England Ospreys were decimated
(literally) to about 10% of their pre-DDT levels because breeding Ospreys couldn’t raise enough young to replace adults as
they aged out of the breeding population. Other predators
high on the food chain, such as Peregrine Falcons and Bald
Eagles, were also suffering.
Ospreys were the canary in the coal mine that let us know
that DDT was not a win-win solution to mosquito problems.
After a rather rag-tag group of Osprey fans successfully sued to
get the U.S. to ban the use of DDT in the early 70s, Osprey
populations began to fledge healthy numbers of young. By the
early 80s, their numbers began to grow.
In the 60s, scientists and conservationists were trying to
figure out why Ospreys were fledging so few young. Guy
Mersereau, Peter Ames, and Roger Tory Peterson thought raccoons getting into the nests and eating eggs or nestlings could
have been the problem, so they erected raccoon-proof nesting
platforms on marsh islands in the famous Osprey colony at
the mouth of the Connecticut River. While this didn’t solve
the problem with low productivity, Ospreys readily took to
the platforms.
Fast forward to the 80s, and a young Osprey arriving in
March would find empty nests in trees and on poles in the salt
marshes around Long Island Sound. The nests could be had
for a song. A courting male Osprey in search of a mate will
catch a fish and ‘sky dance’ over his selected nest site. Hovering high in the sky with a fresh-caught fish in his talons,
he will give a loud piercing call, which we will, with a bit of
poetic license, call a song. He then dives and swoops up again
into another hover, calling out to any potential mates as he
displays the result of his fishing prowess.
With an abundance of nesting opportunities and plenty of
young returning each spring, Osprey numbers began to grow
exponentially. Most young were able to find a mate and begin
nesting on their first or second trip home from their winter
range in South America.
Thirty years later, the real estate market for Ospreys was
very different. It was a sellers’ market, but no one was selling.
The New England population was ten times what it was in
the 70s—well over 1,000 pairs. Our own increased presence
in coastal habitat meant more houses and fewer dead trees
for Ospreys to nest in along the coast and rivers. Waterfront
property is prime real estate for both Ospreys and humans.
Although Ospreys do gradually accommodate neighboring
pairs, there is initial territoriality, so a young Osprey looking
for its first opportunity to breed would find very few vacant

Osprey nest, Middle Farm Road. Photo by John Wilton.

nests and prospecting for a suitable spot to build a new nest
would often lead to conflict with an established pair unwilling,
to say the least, to give up their nest site or let newcomers settle
into their back yards.
Given the housing shortage, the best way to get into the
breeding population is to replace an adult that did not return from migration. If a young female comes back and sees
a sky-dancing male, she may begin courting the male. If the
established female arrives from her winter home only to find
her mate cavorting with a young floozy, the old bird will have
the home-court advantage and will most likely run the young
interloper out of town. If the old female does not appear, the
young bird is in. Likewise, a young male arriving early may
find what appears to be an unoccupied nest, stake his claim,
and start sky-dancing in hopes of attracting a mate. If the resident male returns, the young bird will likely have to move on,
but if the old male doesn’t make it back and the old female
does, and she likes what she sees in the new bird, he’s in.
Unless he’s not. With so many Ospreys looking for a chance
to breed, there is often more than one bird vying to fill a vacancy, and the fighting often results in such turmoil that the
females don’t even lay eggs. Losers in these succession struggles
will have to wait another year for a chance to breed.
When do Ospreys first breed? Surprisingly, Ospreys rarely
nest successfully until they are at least three years old. For reasons poorly understood, when all the adult Ospreys are head-

Four Ospreys competing for Osprey-cam nest, spring 2019. Screen grabs
by Vicki Rafferty.
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ing north to breed each spring, young Ospreys, who made
their first fall migration the year before, stay put, spending a
“gap year” on their wintering grounds. They return only in
their second calendar year, arriving on the breeding grounds
when they’re about two years old.
My work with satellite telemetry has given us some insight
into this process. Adult Ospreys start heading north in February or early March. They need to get back to reclaim their
territories and begin the breeding process. They are driven.
Their trips north are more direct and they travel faster than
they did in the fall. Young Ospreys are sort of like human
teenagers. They’re slow to get moving, sometimes not leaving
the wintering grounds until April or May, when breeding birds
are already on eggs. And they dawdle. When they do arrive, it
is almost always too late to breed.
During their first or second trip home, young Ospreys may
find another young bird and begin building a nest. With most
of the prime real estate spoken for, these young pairs, which
we refer to as housekeepers, often wind up trying to nest in all
the wrong places—on chimneys or live power lines.
These relationships seem rather ephemeral. Whether it is
because one or both of the newly formed pair don’t return
from their next migration, or because no real bond to either
the other Osprey or the chosen nest site was formed when the
pairing proved unfruitful, we don’t know. But it is not surprising when doing a spring nest inventory to find that a housekeeping pair did not return.
Another insight gained from my satellite tracking studies is
that Ospreys in search of a nest site will prospect in late summer. I first saw this with a male on Long Island’s North Fork.
We trapped him rather accidentally while trying to catch a
male at an established nest. “North Fork Bob” was passing
by and wound up caught in our trap and wearing one of our
transmitters. As we followed his movements, we realized he did
not have a nest. Late in the summer, he began spending a lot
of time at a marsh fairly near where we had trapped him. The
next spring, he returned to that same spot. Carefully looking

Rob Bierregaard releasing Osprey “Edwin” after tagging with transmitter,
May 13, 2013. Photo by John Ski.

at the satellite images of the marsh, I could tell that there was
an Osprey platform there. So Bob had found the platform that
first August and returned in the spring in hopes of establishing
a territory there. As it happened the resident pair arrived and
reclaimed their territory. Later that summer, we saw Bob again
focus his time at a spot just down the shore. The next spring
he returned there, attracted a mate and settled down.
Edwin, a male we tagged on Fishers Island, went through
this same process. We don’t understand what happened, but
the year after we tagged him he did not return to the nest
where we caught him. He wandered around between Fishers Island and nearby Connecticut with occasional forays to
Long Island and Gardiners Island. We noticed Edwin seemed
focused in on one spot on Gardiners and, again thanks to remarkable satellite imagery, we could see that he was perching
on a nest platform. Sadly, Edwin died after colliding with a
motor vehicle shortly after returning the next spring, so we
didn’t get to see if he would try to settle in at that nest site,
but we could detect the same pattern we saw with North Fork
Bob and believe this is an important part of the house-hunting
process in Ospreys.
One last point of interest is where young Ospreys begin to
look for a mate and nest site. Males tend to nest within 15
miles of where they were born. Females wander much farther
from their natal range. A female I banded on Martha’s Vineyard as a nestling wound up nesting in Maine, and Penelope,
a female tagged as a nestling on the Vineyard spent much of
her first summer exploring southern New Hampshire. And,
most impressively, a female banded in Massachusetts wound
up breeding in Michigan! Genetically wiring females to wander and males to stay close to home is nature’s way of reducing
the chance of inbreeding.
Ornithologist and educator Dr. Robert Bierregaard has extensively studied the ecology and migration of Ospreys in eastern
North America. To inform his research, he has “tagged” more
than 60 Ospreys with transmitters, including two from Fishers
Island. Dr. Bierregaard is giving a talk on Barred Owls on July
11th as part of our Summer Lecture Series. See listing, page 18.

Osprey nest east of Driving Range. Photo by John Wilton.
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An Update on the Osprey Population on
Fishers Island
by Pierce Rafferty

to support and facilitate the rise in our Osprey population.
In late May 2021, although several nests are still in transition, there are 23 occupied nesting platforms and nine unoccupied. Please keep in mind that these numbers may shift as
the season unfolds. The count of Osprey eggs and fledglings
will be conducted later in the season utilizing a drone.

Fishers Island was one of many eastern seaboard sites that
contributed to Osprey research when ornithologists were first
grappling with the causes and restoration of the declining Osprey population in the late 1960s and 1970s. Two young graduate students, Paul Spitzer and Alan F. Poole, spent time on
Fishers Island monitoring our Ospreys. They were hosted and
assisted by Museum Curator Edwin Horning and Matty Mattheissen. Paul recently recalled that from 1969-74 he would
visit twice annually—first for an active nest count, followed
by an early July young count. If there were dead eggs, he collected them for DDT/PCB monitoring. He also color-banded
the young in 1972-73 and then came back later in the decade
looking for Osprey returning to breed. Spitzer and Poole coauthored an article entitled, “Coastal Ospreys between New
York City and Boston: A Decade of Reproductive Recovery
from 1969-1979,” published in American Birds, May 1980.
In the early 1960s, H. Lee Ferguson, Jr. noted that “there
were no records of ospreys nesting here until about 1946. In
1961 there were six nests.” Since the late 1960s, annual spring
counts of Osprey nest sites have intermittently kept track of
active and inactive nests, eggs, and fledglings, though not always all three each year. These surveys were originally conducted by Ed Horning and the FI Electric Co. (with assistance in
the 1970s by Spitzer and Poole), but in more recent decades by
the Electric Co. in coordination with Ken Edwards and other
volunteers. Remarkably, there were still only six active nests
as late as 1995. That number had grown to nine by 2009, ten
in 2010, eleven from 2011 through 2012, fourteen in 2015,
sixteen in 2016, and seventeen from 2017 to 2019. In 2020,
a record year, there were twenty-one active nests, yielding 42
Osprey fledglings. (There were also five inactive nesting sites
in 2020.) While these numbers will fluctuate year-to-year due
to many factors, especially prey availability in surrounding waters, to date the building of more nesting platforms continues

New Osprey pole going in at Middle Farms, May 11, 2021. The FI
Electric Co. generously donated labor and pole for a new nesting
platform at entrance to Penni’s Path. The Museum contributed the cost
of the platform. In recent years the HLFM and the Electric Co. have
been working in tandem to situate new poles and platforms away from
power lines and active utility wires. Photo by Jeff Edwards.

Osprey Platform Sites 2021
Compost Station, overlooking F.I. Sound. Occupied.
Silver Eel Cove. Occupied.
Ordnance. New platform. Unoccupied.
Transfer Station. Occupied.
Macleod. New platform. Unoccupied.
Herrick, above Beach Ave. New platform. Occupied.
H. & E. Parker. Unoccupied.
Danforth/Caillaud, North Hill. Unoccupied.
Hawk’s Nest Point. Occupied.
J. & M. Ski. Occupied.
Navy Property. Occupied.
Pirate’s Cove. Occupied.
D. Ogden. New platform. Occupied.
Dewey/Clark, Wilderness Point. Occupied.
Four Corners. Occupied.
East side of Filtration Plant. New platform. Occupied.

Across Main Road from Driving Range golf building. Occupied.
S. of Main Road, Penni’s Path entrance. New platform. Unoccupied.
Osprey-cam nest, Main Road east of Driving Range. Occupied.
Middle Farm Road near Miller. Occupied.
Middle Farm, overlooking Beach Pond. Occupied.
Clay Point, Bogert. Occupied.
Clay Point, Franklin. Unoccupied.
Clay Point, J. & K. Harris. Unoccupied.
Clay Point, Milliken/Harris. Unoccupied.
Main Road, south side across from Chapman drive. Occupied.
Alsop. Occupied.
Main Road, Chocomount Beach Drive. Occupied.
Main Road, S. & C. Cook. Occupied.
Main Road, E.M. Carpenter. Occupied.
8th Hole Big Club, Nest in progress, but unoccupied.
Money Pond, Castle Road. Occupied.
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GEOLOGY

Geology of Fishers Island

Excerpted from “Rocks, Plants, Birds, and People of Fishers Island” [1999] by the late Edwin
Horning.
One of the expressions I sometimes heard during my early years on the island was “getting off the rock.” This was
said by people as they took the ferry to the mainland. These
few words tell much about the geological nature of the island for indeed the island is a rocky place. There are rocks
everywhere, on the lawns, in the gardens, protruding from
the roads, in the woods, along the shore and almost always
on the hills. Some are very large as the often sighted Bull
Rock and rocks along the shore at Isabella Beach, along the
shore northeast of Silver Eel Cove and at North Hill. One
might imagine these huge boulders as barriers of the island.
From these huge ones the rocks grade downward in size to
bucket-sized cobbles, to smaller and smaller pebbles and at last
into sands and clays. All have been changed and are now being
changed by the ever-acting forces of nature such as the sun’s
heat and the waves of the sea. None of them were here 40,000
years ago. For at that time a huge mass of ice called a glacier
was where we now are. In it were imbedded rocks, sand, and
clay that had been scraped off the land as this glacier moved
southward.
The glacier moved as far south as the Montauk area where
it stalled. As the climate became warmer, it receded and every
so often stopped for a while dropping out rocks, sand, and clay
in piles called Moraines. One of the Moraines is the Fishers
Island Moraine. We can learn more about this moraine if we,
in our minds, travel down through it. We can do this because
within one mile of this school building, in the early part of
the 1900s, a well was drilled known as the Ferguson Well. The
exact site of the well is unknown, but it was at an elevation of
20 feet. It is the deepest well ever drilled on the island. It was
drilled by C.L. Grant. A geologist, Myron Fuller, studied the

Rocky surf line in winter, Fishers Island. Photo by Linda Farwell.

Looking north to bare North Hill with boulders in foreground, circa
1895. Photo by James S. Casey.

results of what was found and reported what follows:
Gravel boulders and sand
0-260 feet
Blue clay 			
260-281 feet
Light gray granite 		
281-485 feet
This same kind of rock is in New London. It is called New London gneiss and it slopes to the southeast at about 100 feet to the
mile, which would put it at about 300 feet under Fishers Island.
Les Sirkin, a geologist from Adelphi University, visited the
island in the late 1980s as a part of the archeological dig project. He thought that the Navy bluffs made up of sand and
clay layers were a fine example of a kame. His special thing
was the study of sediments, especially pollen grains. Each type
of plant has its own special pollen grain. During the growing
season it is plentiful. My doctor told me that there is plenty
of it in the air right now. It also can last a very long time.
Thus in sediment, pollen of ancient plants can be found and
identified. Sediment can also be dated using an isotope of carbon, carbon-14. Sirken can tell which plant a particular pollen grain came from and when. The kinds of plants that lived
at different times can be known. We can get an idea of what
kinds of plants lived through the ages on Fishers Island and
the climates in which they lived.
In 1990, we began a study of the flora of the island. Gordon
Tucker in his research came upon the work done by Margaret
B. Davis in 1969 in the sediments at the bottom of a lake only
a few miles northwest of Fishers Island. The lake is between
Lyme and Old Lyme. I will quote what Gordon wrote.
During the Pleistocene, all vegetation in southern New
England and Long Island was obliterated as a continental ice
sheet 1-2 km thick covered the region. The terminus of the
ice sheet reached Montauk Point and Block Island. All native
plants were displaced southward by cooler climate and gradually reentered our area as the land was exposed and the climate
warmed. Palynology determines the sequence of events from
analysis of sediments containing pollen, preserved in lakes and
bogs, based on the theory that abundance of pollen in sediments is reflective of local or regional abundance of species.
The work of Davis (1969) carried out in Rogers Lake shows the
postglacial development of vegetation in our area.
Boreal, tundra-like vegetation dominated the period from
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Rocks removed from 6th fairway during construction of Big Club course, September 1, 1925. Photo by Donald F. Hine.

and write about them. One such person was Bill Link, once
a letter carrier in New London. While walking his route he
learned about the plants along the way. On a summer day in
the 1970s he came to the island. I took him to the Brick Yard
Woods. There he found a kind of fern that I had not known
about. It was the Massachusetts Fern. Another man living on
the North Fork of Long Island developed an interest in all
life. He was Roy Latham. On June 1, 1924 he came to Fishers
Island, found a flower, the Golden Alexander. He collected it,
pressed it, mounted it. It is the oldest plant that we have in the
herbarium at the Museum.
Look around you. Visit an open field. Visit a wetland. Visit
a woodland. You will find a vast array of plants. Even during
this century, the landscape of the island has changed from one
of grasslands to one of scrubland and woodland.

14,300-12,150 years B.P. [Before the Present]. The pollen
train was characterized by willows, grasses, sedges, and herbs.
This was followed by a zone dominated by spruce with
tamarack and fir from about 11,700-9,100 B.P. indicative of a
boreal forest cover similar to that now found in northern New
England and eastern Canada.
This was followed by a white pine period from 7,900-8,100
B.P. during which time red maple and hemlock first appear.
Oak and hemlock dominate from about 8,000 to perhaps
5,000 years B.P. during which time (6,000) beech appears.
Hemlock declined greatly in abundance about 4,800 B.P. in
Connecticut and the Northeast.
Oak-hickory forest the present dominate of our area.
Chestnut appears only 2,000 years ago.
The most recent sediments of the last 300 years contain
abundant herbaceous pollen (especially Ambrosia and Rumex)
paralleling the extensive clearing of land and development of
agriculture in Colonial times.

The study of pollen in sediments has enabled us to know
the kinds of plants that grew in a locale such as Fishers Island
long, long ago shortly after the island came into being. It also
tells us that through time the kinds of plants changed as did
the climate. Some of the early types are still on the island today. Sedges, grasses, willows, spruces, all that thrive in cooler
climates are still here, but now through time other types have
joined them and have replaced some of them.
All of us have an interest in the plant life around us. Some
study plants as a science and become botanists. Others follow
their interests in plants, learn their names, make collections,

Sarah Malinowski providing scale for Bull Rock, reputed to be largest
boulder on Fishers Island. Photo by Pierce Rafferty.
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Island History

Moose on Fishers Island
by Pierce Rafferty

Colonial records indicate that in the early 1700s, just over
three hundred years ago, moose could be found on Fishers Island. Then, as now, inhabitants of our region would have been
shocked to bump into a live “moose-deere,” for Fishers Island
was well south of their range.
As early as 1698, the ever-so-enterprising Winthrops first
expressed an interest in importing moose to the island, apparently for stock purposes. That year Wait Winthrop wrote
a letter to his brother Fitz-John, then the owner of the island,
stating that “if they [moose] should not do at Fishers Island
as well as cattle, they may at Tarpolin.”[Tarpaulin, Mass.] Despite his initial expression of possible failure, Wait, the succeeding owner of Fishers Island, imported a small herd, possibly only three moose, to Fishers circa 1712.
This experiment did indeed fail. After their arrival, there
was no more mention of raising moose as stock; instead, all
attention was focused on a plan to ship them away, specifi-

Queen Anne, studio of John Closterman, circa 1702. Courtesy of
National Portrait Gallery.

A New Map of New England According to the Latest Observation, 1720.
Courtesy of Michael C. Dooling. The difficulties of transporting moose
from Fishers Island to New York—not to mention cross Atlantic—
stymied three Colonial Governors.
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Detail from Plate XXXVI, Historia Naturalis, 1657, copperplate
engraving, Museum Aquisition 2021.

cally to Queen Anne of England. While some historical accounts indicate that these moose actually were slated to be
given as gifts to the Queen, other records specifically state that
the Queen had purchased “two mooses and a fawn” from Fishers Island.
It took three Colonial governors to grapple with the pesky
problem of how to ship the moose to the Queen. A highlevel Council Chamber meeting on this very subject was held
in Boston on November 13, 1712, attended by Gov. Dudley
of Mass. and Gov. Saltonstall of Conn. It was reported that
the Lords of the Admiralty had ordered Her Majesty’s Ship
Hector to pick up the “moose deere” from Fishers Island for
transport to England. However, the ship’s Captain attended
the meeting and argued successfully that the trip from New
York to Fishers Island would present “utmost hazard” to his
ship. Consequently, an alternative plan was hatched to have
Gov. Hunter of New York send a “Large Open Boat” (barge)
to Fishers Island to transport the moose back to the Hector in
New York prior to her Atlantic crossing.
Wait Winthrop subsequently received a letter from his
son, John, dated August 20, 1713, that revealed the mooseshipping plan had become moot. It recounted how the tenant
farmers on the island were terrified “by the buck mooses running at them the last Sabbath day, and they drove them into
the water, and chased them about with a canoe till they tired
them, and then with a saw cut off the buck’s horns.” That mutilated moose died ashore, possibly beaten to death with clubs.
The letter speculated that the farmers had killed it because it
had “bit some of the corn.” Another moose had been killed
the previous year in a similarly “mad and imprudent manner.”
A third moose reportedly broke its leg during an attempt to
capture it and was unfit to ship to the Queen. The letter to
Wait Winthrop ended plaintively, “And if the Queen should
send a ship on purpose for them, what should we do?… It is a
great misfortune to us to have them [the moose] come to such
an end after all the noise has been made about them.”
Ultimately, with no healthy moose available for transport,
the hacked-off rack of the buck was sent in their stead. The
final act of this tragicomedy: the dates of the last correspondence relating to Fishers Island moose indicate that Queen
Anne died before her gifted (or purchased) antlers arrived.

A Sampling of Donations to the
Museum’s Collection in 2020
Please note that although space constraints prohibit a complete
list, we greatly appreciate all of your donations.
Susan Brewer. Remington Rand National Sales Training
Institute scrapbook, late 1940s and 1950s. Photos, clippings
and ephemera documenting the decade when Remington
Rand owned the Big Club.
Chippy duPont. Wooden Fort H.G. Wright sign, circa
1930s, with HDLIS in raised yellow lettering (Harbor Defenses Long Island Sound) and crossed cannon logo of U.S.
Coast Artillery Corps.
Ken Edwards. Beer Fest Poster, August 10, 1979, sponsored
by Fishers Island Fire Department.
Cassie Erpenbeck. Misc. FI School memorabilia, including
pins, pennants, and letter patches. Beer Fest pins. Richard
Erpenbeck’s FIFD “Life Membership” card.
Allie Hanley. Acrylic landscape painting by Charles B.
“Charlie” Ferguson. 1997. Originally commissioned as a
wall-mounted mural at the Hanley residence, East Point,
Fishers Island, NY.
David Hoch. Misc. FI School programs and ephemera,
including copies of the FI-Hi Bi Weekly, a student produced
newsletter that was published from circa 1965 to 1969.
Jane Soule. Fishers Island Ferry Schedule 1912; two photos
of “Whitman’s Boarding House, Fishers Island, N.Y.” also
called the West End Boarding House and later nicknamed
“Heartbreak Hotel.”
Ellen & Bobby White. Untitled oil painting of interior
of Ed Hedge’s Fish Market, Fishers Island, NY. Signed by
Charles B. Ferguson, but not dated.
Union Chapel Thrift. Polo shirt: Boys’ Club of New York,
Camp Tabor. Size: Large/Grand. Circa early 1970s.

“Whitman’s Boarding House, Fishers Island, N.Y.,” circa 1905. Later
named West End Boarding House, and nicknamed the “Heartbreak
Hotel.” Donated by Jane Soule.

Painting of interior of Ed Hedge’s Fish Market by Charlie Ferguson, circa
1950s. Donated by Ellen and Bobby White.

A Sampling of Museum Acquisitions, 2020
Objects:
Map: “Suffolk County New York” A 1912 large format folio
map of Suffolk County, Long Island, New York issued for
the New Century Atlas of Counties of the State of New York.
“The Pequod War” engraving, 1855.
Framed roster of the Third Company, 13th Coast Defense
Command, New York Coast Artillery, National Guard, commemorating those who served during World War I. Circa
1920.
“Coast Defense Gun” by General Toy Product, circa 1930s,
with wooden artillery shells that stack in rack above gun.

Above: Toy “Coast Defense Gun,”
1930s. Museum Acquisition
Left: Harbor Defenses of Long Island
Sound sign, circa 1930s. Donated by
Chippy duPont.

Books:
Gertie: The Fabulous Life of Gertrude Sanford Legendre, Heiress, Explorer, Socialite, Spy by Kathyrn Smith, 2019.
A Guest of the Reich: The Story of American Heiress Gertrude
Legendre’s Dramatic Captivity and Escape from Nazi Germany
by Peter Finn, 2019.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of The Henry L. Ferguson Museum is the collection,
preservation and exhibition of items of Pre-History, History and Natural
History of Fishers Island and, through its Land Trust, the preservation in
perpetuity of undeveloped property in its natural state. It is organized for the
education and enjoyment of the Island’s community and visitors and for the
protection of habitat for the Island’s flora and fauna.

Museum Speakers and Programs 2021
Please note that through the 2021 summer season all adult lectures are scheduled to be virtual, although some may shift to
being both virtual and “in person.” Changes will be posted. Invitations are sent to our e-news mailing list the week before each
adult lecture. You can sign up for our e-news list at the footer of our website fergusonmuseum.org. You can also join any talk
directly, at the scheduled time, through the website program listing. Children’s Programs will be in person at the Museum.
Advance registration required. Limit of fifteen young attendees. Face masks required. Sign up for a given program by phone
(631-788-7239) or email (fimuseum@fishersisland.net). The programs are listed at fergusonmuseum.org, or fishnet calendar.
Magic of Feathers. Discover some of the ways birds rely on
their feathers for survival, not just for flight. See images of
feathers under a microscope, and meet one of our resident
birds! Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center (DPNC) family
program for ages five and up. Wednesday,
July 7, 2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. In person
at Museum. Advance registration and face
masks required. Limited to 15 children.
Suggested donation $10.

concentrate on aspects of garden design such as creating gardens that reflect their settings. Her latest book is: Uprooted: A
Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again. Sunday, July 18, 2021.
Time: 4 p.m. Virtual Program.
Backyard Birds and Insects.
Awaken to the wonder of the wild
in your own backyard! Meet local
species that live in your neighborhood and learn how you can help
make your yard the perfect habitat for them. Make a seed bomb
with native wildflower seeds.
DPNC family program for ages
five and up. Wednesday, July 21, 2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
In person at Museum. Advance registration and face masks
required. Limited to 15 children. Suggested donation $10.

Barred Owls. Ornithologist Rob Bierregaard’s
illustrated talk focuses on the Barred Owl, the
most prevalent owl on F.I. For over a decade,
Rob’s research team has studied the thriving
population of Barred Owls that live in the
Charlotte, NC, suburbs and surrounding
countryside. Rob will discuss what they learned about the
successes of the barred owl in suburbia and across America.
Sunday, July 11, 2021. Time: 4 p.m. Virtual Program.
Rodents Running Wild.
Rodents live everywhere
and come in all shapes
and sizes from tiny field
mice to giant beavers.
Learn more about the
amazing adaptations of
these ingenious critters.
DPNC family program for ages five and up. Wednesday,
July 14, 2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. In person at Museum.
Advance registration and face masks required. Limited to 15
children. Suggested donation $10.

Vernal Pools: The Remarkable
Life of a Part-time Pond. Join
environmental photojournalist,
naturalist, and teacher Bruce Fellman as he takes an in-depth look
inside “Lake Will-Be-Gone.” Bruce
has spent more than half-a-century
getting his feet wet as he documents the vernal pool environment. He’s written about these
habitats and the scientists who study them for such magazines as Smithsonian, National Wildlife, and the Yale Alumni
Magazine, where Fellman served as managing editor until his
retirement several years ago. Sunday, July 25, 2021. Time: 4
p.m. Virtual Program.

Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again.
Acclaimed garden author Page Dickey has been gardening passionately since her early twenties, and writing about
gardening, as well as designing gardens for others. She has
written eight books and edited another. Most of her books

Got to Get Away! Animals have amazing survival strategies:
climbing to incredible heights, digging nests and burrows,
and outswimming predators. Learn about local animals
that practice these strategies and discover the adaptations
that make survival possible. DPNC family program for ages
18

five and up. Wednesday, July 28, 2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
In person at Museum. Advance registration and face masks
required. Limited to 15 children. Suggested donation $10.

Time: 2 to 3 p.m. In person at Museum. Advance registration and face masks required. Limited to 15 children. Suggested donation $10.

Bats of Our Region. This illustrated talk by Kim Hargrave,
Education Director of the DPNC, reveals that bats are
critical animals to local ecosystems worldwide. During the
summer they actively consume night-flying insects. One little
brown bat can eat 60 medium-sized moths or over 1,000
mosquito sized insects in one night! Learn all about our nocturnal neighbors and which species are native to the area. An
adult program suitable for older, interested children. Sunday,
August 1, 2021. Time: 4 p.m. Virtual Program.

Rare Species and Natural Communities of Fishers Island.
An illustrated talk by Matthew Schlesinger, Chief Zoologist, New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP). The
NYNHP is working with the HLFM to conduct a two-year
biodiversity survey of the Museum’s Land Trust properties.
Building on the island’s legacy of natural history work and
more recent biodiversity observations, they are conducting
focused surveys for rare plants, insects, amphibians, reptiles,
bats, and other species. They are also mapping the Land
Trust’s ecosystems. Matt’s presentation will detail some of
these survey techniques and interesting discoveries from
the first half of their 2021 field season. Sunday, August 15,
2021. Time: 4 p.m. Virtual Program.

Owl Prowl. Come dissect an owl pellet and meet a resident
owl. Learn about the life cycles and amazing adaptations
of these remarkable birds. DPNC family program for ages
five and up. Wednesday, August 4, 2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
In person at Museum. Advance registration and face masks
required. Limited to 15 children. Suggested donation $10.
Suggested donation $10.

Animal Tails. What special abilities do tails give animals?
Learn about animals like beavers, opossums, squirrels and
more. Discover how their super-powered tails help them survive in their specific habitats. DPNC family program for ages
five and up. Wednesday, August 18,
2021. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. In person
at Museum. Advance registration
and face masks required. Limited
to 15 children. Suggested donation
$10.
Bird Bling: How Banding Birds Helps Conservation.
Seabird biologist Adam DiNuovo’s talk will illustrate how
banding reveals the remarkable lives of birds and helps in nationwide conservation efforts. Adam has been working with
seabirds and shorebirds for the last 20 years. Projects have
included California Least Terns in San Diego, Piping Plover
in the Gulf of Mexico, and
American Oystercatchers in
VA. He is currently working
with seabirds in the Gulf of
Maine. Sunday, August 22,
2021. Time: 4 p.m. Virtual
Program.

Common Loon Restoration Efforts in Southern New
England. An illustrated lecture by Lucas Savoy , Wildlife Research Biologist and Loon Program Director at the Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI), a non-profit conservation organization based in Portland, Maine. BRI and their partners
have embarked on a multi-year project to restore Common
Loons to areas of southern New England, where loons have
been removed from the landscape for more than 100 years.
The project has already achieved exciting milestone moments
and the future for successful loon restoration is bright. Sunday, August 8, 2021. Time: 4 p.m. Virtual Program.

Pollination Appreciation. Pollinators love summer flowers! Learn about common and surprising pollinators and
discover why plants are not the only ones that rely on these
hard workers. Get some pointers for attracting pollinators to
your backyard! Wednesday,
August 25, 2021. Time: 2 to
3 p.m. In person at Museum.
Advance registration and face
masks required. Limited to
15 children. Suggested donation $10.

Tortoise and the Hare. Slow and steady wins the race! Meet
a box turtle and a bunny that make their home at DPNC.
Learn about the adaptations of these very different animals.
Discover whether the fable is really true. DPNC family
program for ages five and up. Wednesday, August 11, 2021.
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A Most Pivotal Decade: Fishers Island in the 1940s. HLF
Museum Director Pierce Rafferty will reveal much that has
been forgotten or was never widely known about the 1940s
on Fishers Island. Sunday, August 29, 2021. Time: 4 p.m.
Virtual program.
Fishers Island Nature Discovery Program
The FIND program will be held during the week of August
16th-20th for children ages 7-11. The schedule and signup
will be sent out by e-news and posted on fishnet and the Museum’s website. This year’s program will be run by educators
from the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center.

Nature Walks
Nature walks will be led by Board Member Terry McNamara
on Thursday mornings in July and August. Meet at the Museum at 10:30 a.m.

Museum Hours

July 1st to Labor Day. Tuesday through Friday: 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Closed Mondays.
Off Season Hours: To be posted. For special appointments,
please call Museum Director Pierce Rafferty at the Museum
(631) 788-7239, or email fimuseum@fishersisland.net.
All safety protocols will be posted.

The Henry L. Ferguson Museum
Board of Trustees
Elizabeth McCance, President
Bagley Reid, Vice President
Robert J. Miller, Vice President–Land Trust
Scott Reid, Treasurer
Harry L. Ferguson III, Secretary
Elizabeth H. Cook, Honorary Trustee
Jean Leuchtenburg, Honorary Trustee
Marnie F. Briggs
Cary Brown
Heather Burnham
Faith Coolidge
Jeffrey Edwards
Kenneth L. Edwards
Audrey N. Ludemann
Steve Malinowski

Terry McNamara
Wendy O’Neil
Thomas Parker
Megan Bohlen Raymond
Barbara C. Riegel
Sarah Rose
Genie Trevor

Staff
Pierce Rafferty, Museum Director
Mary Linda Strunk, Administrative Assistant
Jack Schneider, Land Trust Stewardship Coordinator
Connor Jones, F.I. Seagrass Management Coordinator
The Board of Trustees expresses its condolences to the family
of Katharine “Kittie” Hobson Sturtevant who died peacefully
earlier this year at the age of 101. Kittie served for many years
on the Board and was an Honorary Trustee.

A page from Charlie Ferguson’s daybook Fishers Island 2008.
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