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From the President

Spring is well underway on Fishers Island as I write this
annual greeting on behalf of the Museum. After one of the
mildest winters in my memory, spring has brought a strange
mix of weather conditions with temperatures well into the
80s during March followed by chilly days in April and May.
For those interested in phenology, the bloom time of many of
our plants has been well ahead of schedule this year. The early
bloom time raises questions regarding the first appearances of
butterflies and other pollinators and the first arrivals of migra-
tory birds. Will these events coincide with bloom time as they
have in the past or is the timing out of synch? It will be in-
teresting to track the timing of spring happenings as the years
proceed. In any case, one thing is certain: spring is a welcome
and delightful season on the island.

The off season has been a productive one for the Museum.
I hope that all have had a chance to visit the Museum’s newly
refurbished web site: www.fergusonmuseum.org. Credit goes
to Beth Jepsen of Insite Design for her excellent design and
to Museum Director Pierce Rafferty who orchestrated the
content. One of the highlights is our new Osprey Cam for
which we thank the Fishers Island Conservancy. The Conser-
vancy provided the grant funding that enabled the Museum
to purchase the camera and necessary software, We are also
very grateful to the personnel of the EI. Electric Co. and Tele-
phone Co. who performed the installation and helped with
some of the technical issues. What a treat it is to observe the
osprey nest up close, particularly when one is off island.

We are looking forward to a busy summer with an exciting

» g W ik

Camouflaged Oyster Catcher Eggs on South Beach. April 2012.

new annual show featuring the artwork of Charles B. Fer-
guson. This promises to be one of our most popular shows
and a great tribute to Charlie. We are also mounting a special
exhibit that honors the wonderful legacy of gardens and par-
ties at Bunty and the late Tom Armstrong’s Hoover Hall and
Hooverness. We hope that all will come celebrate with us at
our opening party on Saturday, June 30th, 5 to 7 p.m.

The Land Trust continues to pursue land acquisitions un-
der the able guidance of our Vice-President Bob Miller. One
of our recent projects is the management of Silver Eel Pre-
serve, a parcel of land that was purchased with open space
funding by the Town of Southold. Located across from the
ferry dock at Silver Eel Cove, the property has a walking trail
and access to a rocky beach.

The Museum would not be what it is today without the
support of many Fishers Islanders and I extend my thanks
to all who have contributed to our endeavors. I also wish to
thank all of the Museum Board members for their time and
efforts on behalf of the Museum. Board members have given
many hours of volunteer time ranging from event planning
and assistance with collections, research and exhibits to finan-
cial advice and fund-raising.

We have a full schedule of events for the summer, all of
which are posted on the web site. Plan to visit the Museum
often and to take part in our programs and excursions. I am
looking forward to another island summer and hope to see
each and every one of you at the Museum!

—Penni Sharp, President
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A special display at the Museum honoring the wonderful legacy
of gardens and parties at Hoover Hall and Hooverness.
This display is sponsored by a friend in memory of Tom Armstrong.

The Henry {-, Ferguson Museum 2012 Annual Exhibition

‘CHAR-LIE FERGUSON: “
Six Decades of Fishers Island Art

>
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Paleolithic by C.B. Ferguson, circa 1980. Collection of Hunter Neal

Exhibition sponsored by:
m ALTUSPARTNERS

cHUBB

Join us for the opening reception on Saturday, June 30th, 5 to 7 p.m. All welcome!

2




NATURE NOTES
by Penni Sharp

Great Blue Heron. Photo by Robert Burton, USFWS

Herons and Egrets

Fishers Island is host to many bird species and perhaps the
most striking are the herons and egrets, members of the bird
family Ardeidae. Members of this family are long-necked, long-
billed, long-legged birds with large wings. Anyone observing
herons in flight will notice that they hold their necks in an
“S” shaped curve. This is due to the fact that their neck verte-
brae are of differing lengths. Herons are cosmopolitan birds,
meaning that they are found on all continents of the world.
They feed chiefly on animal food, including fish, amphibians,
crustaceans, insects, and reptiles.

Many herons display elaborate plumes during the breed-
ing season. These plumes, once sought by the millinery trade,
brought many species to the edge of extinction. Herons and
egrets are also known for their powder downs. These are
unusual feathers that are never shed but continue to grow
throughout a bird’s life. These feathers wear at the tip into a
powdery substance that is used by the birds in removing dirt
and grease. Once they have cleaned their feathers with pow-
der down, the birds will waterproof them using oil from the
uropygial gland.

The great blue heron (Ardea herodias) is the largest of Amer-
ican herons and can be seen on Fishers throughout the year.
The stately presence of a great blue heron when poised mo-
tionless at water’s edge has made it a popular subject for art-
ists and photographers. The great blue can remain still for a
seemingly endless time, concentrating on its search for prey.

A quick dart of the head and strike of the bill and a small fish

or crab is seized. The vigil is then resumed. Courtship among
great blue herons is quite an event. A ritual dance is performed
by the herons which move around one another in a circular
pattern with wings outstretched. Occasionally, males will fight
each other in a contest over a particular female.

Great blue herons nest in colonies and prefer to locate their
nests in trees. The nests are large platforms constructed of
sticks and only slightly hollowed. Both male and female in-
cubate the pale green eggs. The young birds are helpless and
ungainly and must be tended by the parents who feed them
regurgitated food at first. Parents will later deposit solid food
into the nest. If undisturbed, the young may remain in the
nest until they reach adult
size.

A smaller, equally grace-
ful member of this family
is the snowy egret (Egretta
thula). This snow white
bird is distinguished by its
black bill, black legs and
startling yellow feet. During
breeding season, long deli-
cate plumes extend down
its back. During courtship,
snowy egrets display their
plumes to attract and later
to greet a mate. The crest on

the head and the plumes of
Snowy Egret.

Photo by USFWS



breast and back are elevated and spread and the wings held
open. Males become quite aggressive and spats are common.
Like the great blue heron, the snowy egret is a colonial nester
and it too builds a stick nest of rather flimsy construction.
Four to five bluish green eggs are laid and both parents share
in the incubating. The young are fed regurgitated food and
after several weeks, leave the nest to perch on twigs of a nearby
branch during the day, returning to the nest at night.

Similar but quite a bit larger than the snowy egret is the
great egret (Ardea alba). The great egret has a long yellow bill
and black legs and feet. The bird is tall and slender with a
very long neck. It lacks the plumes that distinguish the snowy
egret and great blue heron. It too is a colonial nester requiring
a grove of trees in which to construct the stick nests. In past
years, heron rookeries have been located in various parts of
Fishers Island. Several years ago, South Dumpling was the site
of an active rookery.

Two night herons can be seen on Fishers Island, the black-
crowned (Nycticorax nycticorax) and yellow-crowned (Nycta-
nassa violacea). The black-crowned night heron is a medium-
sized stocky bird. The crown of its head and back are black,
wings gray, and underparts white. During breeding season,
white plumes extend from the back of its head. The yellow-
crowned night heron, more solitary and not as common, is less
stocky than the black-crowned. A black head, marked by an
off-white or yellowish crown and white cheeks help to iden-
tify this bird. The yellow-crowned has a gray body. Immature
birds of both of these species are brown and heavily streaked.
As the name implies, the night herons are active at night, feed-

Great Egret. Photo by Dr. Thomas Barnes, USFWS

Yellow-crowned Night Heron. Photo by Robert Burton, USFWS
ing mostly at dusk and after. However, it is not unusual to see
them during daylight hours.

Both species are colonial nesters although the yellow-
crowned will nest singly. They are often found in rookeries
with other species of herons. From three to six pale blue-green
eggs are laid and incubated for 21 days. The young usually
leave the nest a month or so after hatching and by eight weeks
are strong fliers.

Other members of the heron family can also be seen at Fish-
ers. These include the green heron (Butorides virescens), little
blue heron (Egretta caerulea) and the tricolored heron (Egretta
tricolor). The latter two species are not seen often on the is-
land. Herons are best seen at water’s edge, particularly where
marshland extends to the water. These areas are rich in the
marine species that herons feed upon. We are fortunate that

Fishers Island has good habitat for these handsome wading
birds.

Fresh Catch for a Great Blue Heron. Phoo by Robert Burton, USFWS



From the Files of the Museum

Nesting Terns On and Around Fishers Island
One Hundred Years Ago

At the turn of the last century, Fishers Island, along with
the adjacent islands of Wicopesset and Flat Hammock, sup-
ported large numbers of nesting terns, whereas today we host
none. In the January 1901 issue of the 7he Auk, Mr. James
Haynes Hill of New London, a member of the American Or-
nithologists’ Union and the Fishers Island Sportsmen’s Club,
reviewed the status of terns on and around Fishers Island, NY.
His report, reprinted here in full, was part of a larger article by
William Dutcher on the protection of gulls and terns in the re-
gion. Please note that the establishment of coast defense forts
on Great Gull and Plum islands during this period displaced
established tern colonies on those sites and was partially re-
sponsible for the growth in nesting terns on our shores. Please
note also that before being severely eroded by the 1938 Hur-
ricane and other storms, neighboring Wicopesset Island had
considerably more land mass.

“New York” report by James H. Hill,
published in April 1901

At the eastern end of Fishers Island, about two or three miles
distant from the Connecticut shore is Wicopesset, a small, san-
dy, rocky island. Here a colony of about three hundred Wilson’s
and a few Roseate Terns nest. With this colony I noticed six or
seven Laughing gulls, but they have never been known to nest
on this island as far as my observations extend. This island is
about one half mile from the eastern point of Fishers Island,
and the waters about it are usually quite boisterous, owing to
strong tides; being exposed to the ocean, it is quite difficult to
reach and protect.

On June 18, I found six sets of 3 eggs, 22 of 2, 17 of 1, and in-
dications were that more birds intended nesting. Unfortunately
I was unable to make a landing on my visit to this island July 4,
on account of the rough weather, but we are under the impres-
sion that at least one hundred or one hundred and twenty-five
young were successfully raised in spite of the depredations of
the egg thieves. Two warning notices were put up on this island
on the first of June. It was impossible to make any provision for
protecting the birds on this island this year, as its area does not
permit a camp without disturbing the birds, and the nearest
house is two miles distant. If this island, though limited in area,
could be fully protected, it would be one of the best breeding
grounds on the Sound. Perhaps a person tenting on East Point
with a boat handy could give the desired protection.

On the eastern shore is a small, rocky island near East Har-
bor called by the natives Little Pine Island. Here there were, on
June 18, five pairs of Terns nesting (2 nests with 3 eggs, 3 with
2); all were hatched. Further to the westward one finds Flat
Hammock, a low, sandy, shingly, crescent-shaped island near
the South Dumpling, and about three quarters of a mile from

North Dumpling Light, kept by Capt. J. T. Fowler, and a little
over a mile from Fishers Island. Flat Hammock is the largest
breeding ground of the terns on Fishers Island Sound. On June
24, Capt. Fowler counted 783 eggs in singles, twos and threes.
On June 27, I went over and recounted, to verify the number,
and found 92 nests with 3 eggs, 213 with 2, 27 with 1, 1 with 4,
and one white egg, making in all 734; and we think we may have
missed quite a number. We noted 14 or 15 young, and many
eggs were “pipped,” in all representing a colony of 700 birds.
Notices were also put up on this island early in June, and I en-
gaged Capt. Fowler to become the guardian of the terns. With
protection for one month, from June 15 to July 15, the terns
did well and we estimated the number of birds hatched to be
between four and five hundred, mostly Wilson’s. This is a larger
number than were ever before successfully raised. We note that
between the first of June and July is the time when the eggers,
boating parties and summer boarders at Fishers Island, commit
most of their depredations on the poor defenseless terns. On
two or three windy days, it was impossible for Capt. Fowler
to reach the island, and quite a number of eggs were taken by
the aforesaid, navigating larger craft. On the whole, the partial
protection given the terns, shows what could be accomplished if
full protection were afforded the birds, as they have no enemies
save man. I would also add that the number of nesting birds
on these two islands increased from one or two dozen pairs to
between six and seven hundred in 1897, and without any doubt
they were a portion of the great colony of terns which left Great
Gull Island that year.

I am of the opinion that if, another season, some one were
located on South Dumpling, the birds would receive better pro-
tection, as it is only two or three minutes row from there to
the Flat Hammock, and even row boats could be easily seen

15}
- o3
P ﬂ:. A llaminodk, ., 9
- 4 Wi A Weat (fum
T H o N Denapling o ,;:-v‘&

1 G'»,;;B
et ;_, 7
N -

I

il -

® & ]fjmmm‘&f

i ﬁumpa‘m o\k’ 5
M,f'

i

Flat Hammock off Norlh H||| once hosied a Iarge tern colony.



Nesiig Common Tern. olo by SF ws
approaching the island. Flat Hammock and Wicopesset birds
should certainly receive full protection, being the two largest
colonies on Long Island Sound except those on Gardiners Is-
land.

In June 1899, the Terns of both Wicopesset and Flat Ham-
mock were persecuted by plume hunters from Long Island.
Andrew E. Garde, an Associate Member of our [American Or-
nithologist’s] Union, who went to the island, ascertained the
true state of affairs. He found several dead terns that had been
wounded and had died on Flat Hammock, and I was afraid that
they had left the locality altogether; but on July 17, I received
information through Mr. Ray, that a large colony of terns was
nesting on South Beach on Fishers Island, and another at Bar-
leyfield, Cove Beach, on the same island. I was overjoyed and
immediately went over and investigated and found large num-
bers of nesting birds on both beaches.

The shooting on this island is leased to the Fishers Island
Sportsman’s Club, and the gamekeeper of the club guards the
game faithfully. As there is no shooting allowed on the island
save by the Club, the plume hunters did not dare follow the
terns to their nesting places. The terns are intelligent enough to
know there is a place of refuge in case of need.

In the breeding season of 1900 the terns went back to their
old breeding grounds at Flat Hammock and Wicopesset.

In regard to Plum Island, as there is a garrison there in care of
the Government coast defense works, on which work still con-

tinues, the birds have been driven away from their old nesting
place. This information is derived from Capt. Clark, who lives
on the island, and Capt. Jas. F. Smith of the steamer “Manhan-
set,” which touches daily at the island.

Great Gull Island, the old and famous breeding place of the
terns, owing to the garrison and buildings on it, is still totally
deserted by the terns; only a few essayed to use one of the ex-
treme points for nesting purposes, but as the soldiers gave them
a warm reception they sought safer and more peaceful quar-
ters.

I regret to report that the plume hunters have also relent-
lessly followed the terns, and have shot them on their feeding
grounds, the waters of the “Race,” the waterway between Great
Gull Island and Race Rock Lighthouse, leading from Long Is-
land Sound to the ocean; here there are large numbers of schools
of bluefish, mackerel and menhaden, as well as of the smaller
fry, smelts and capelin. Some of the fishermen from Long Island
and Connecticut, not content with a good catch of bluefish,
the schools of which are indicated by the darting and hovering
terns, seek to add to their sport and to enrich their own and the
plume dealers’ pockets by shooting their feathered benefactors,
which they sell at ten cents each. Such destruction should be
stopped, or the terns will be exterminated, as the birds are killed
while caring for their young.

Robbed of their eggs and shot by plume hunters on their
breeding and feeding grounds at the north, shot all along their
lines of migration, slaughtered in their winter homes in south-
ern waters, the thought of it all makes one heartsick, and the
wonder is that any terns are left.

You may count on me as a champion of the terns, gulls and

ospreys in this locality, and I shall use every means in my power
to protect them.

(The Auk, New Series Vol. XVIII, No. 1, April 1901)

Photo by Amanda Boyd, USFWS



Island History
by Pierce Rafferty

Prize Fights on Fishers Island

If a poll were taken today asking what sport was most associ-
ated with Fishers Island, without doubt sailing or golf would
top the list. For those with longer memories, horse shows and
dog trials might also come to mind. However, believe it or not,
there was a time in the mid- to late-19th century when Fishers
Island was best known in the region and around the country as
a site where illicit prize fights were staged beyond the reach of
the law. These fights initially pitted boxers against each other
in brutish bare knuckle contests that later, as the sport evolved,
were fought under more refined Marquess of Queensbury rules
using gloves.

Through the end of the 19th century, prize fights were pro-
hibited in most areas of the United States, including New York
and Connecticut. Considered magnets of criminality, they
were frequently raided and broken up by police. Connecticut,
with its long tradition of Blue Laws, was particularly intoler-
ant of the “brutish spectacles” and the rampant gambling that
accompanied them. Consequently, boxing handlers, promot-
ers, scam artists and “fistic fanciers” throughout our region
had to scramble to find venues where furtive fights could be
held without interruption. Fishers Island was conveniently
proximate to the mainland, lacking in local law enforcement,
and most importantly, jurisdictionally beyond the reach of the
Connecticut authorities. All these factors combined to make it
a perfect place to stage a fight. The newspaper Brooklyn Eagle
addressed this subject in an 1871 article: “Fisher’s Island be-
longs to New York. For which reason the prize fighters, whose
knowledge of jurisdiction is so extensive, choose it as a theatre
for head punching, preferring to take the risks of New York law
to exposing themselves to the tender mercies of Connecticut,
which are cruel.” (Brooklyn Eagle, 10/6/1871)

Historical records and newspaper clippings have been locat-
ed that document three professional prize fights held on Fish-
ers Island during this period; plus a fourth fight, the biggest of
them all, that was planned for our shores, but held elsewhere at
the last minute, presumably to confound the authorities:

On April 9, 1867, a bare-knuckle prize fight on Fishers Is-
land matched George Rooke against Charles Collins, a.k.a.
“The Cast Iron Man.” The fight took place near today’s Walsh
Park site for a purse of $500 a side. Please note that $1,000 in
1867 dollars equals approximately $100,000 in today’s dollars,
when calculated using workers’ wages as the factor. (This fight
will be examined in detail later in this article.)

On March 2, 1870, a major bare-knuckle prize fight was
set for Fishers Island, but on the day of the match the location
was changed to Mystic Island (today’s Ram Island), considered
at the time to be part of New York. This latter site offered the
same jurisdictional advantage as Fishers Island with the added
convenience of being much closer to the mainland. At Mystic

Island, Sam Collyer of Baltimore battled Billy Edwards of New
York for the lightweight championship of the world. He finally
won in the 41st round by knock out. The purse was a hefty
$1,000 a side.

On February 1, 1871, a bare-knuckle fight on Fishers Island
pitted Ted Timony of Pawtucket, R.I., against Jack Comboy
of New Bedford, Mass. This twenty-round fight lasted only
twenty-two minutes. Comboy lost by referee’s decision to Ti-
mony, the local favorite.

On August 2, 1887, two pugilists using Marquess of Queens-
bury Rules and two-ounce gloves fought the last known prize
fight on Fishers Island. Mott (Mort?) Goss of New London
beat Jim Nelson of Brooklyn, N.Y. for a purse of $500 a side
(also reported as $250 a side). The New Haven Register in-
formed its readers that “the steamer Julia, carrying the princi-
pals and about 150 spectators who paid $5 each, left the Pe-
quot house [New London] wharf at 2 a.m., and an hour later a
landing had been made and a ring pitched on the west end of
Fisher’s Island, near Little Hay harbor.” (New Haven Register,
8/8/1887) The fight began at daybreak, lasted 57 minutes, and
was declared for Goss after a foul in the sixteenth round.

A Detailed Look at Fishers Island’s First
Known Prize Fight

Fishers Island’s colorful boxing history begins in the late
1860s during the period when Robert Ralston Fox, a retired
manufacturer, owned the island and ran it as a cattle and sheep
stock farm. The entire island was his private estate for he had
purchased it in toto from the last of the Winthrop owners in
1863. Mr. Fox lived with his wife, two children and household
servants in the house originally known as the “West house”—
later renamed the Fox Mansion house—located beyond right
field of today’s ball field.

On Tuesday mornmg, Aprll 9, 1867 owner Mr Fox had

Detail from an engruvmg depicting an Amerlcun prize hghI in 1859.



every right to expect a quiet, crime-free day on his bucolic is-
land. It was not to be. A letter written by one of his daughters
in 1920 to H.L. Ferguson reveals how a prize fight entourage
came crashing ashore unexpectedly without invitation or prior
announcement: “A farm hand came rushing around to the
front piazza to tell my father that two or three hundred men
were being landed from two big schooners near North Hill.
Father ordered his horse and, followed by every man on the
premises, set out to investigate matters. The big field just be-
low the Twin Hills was the scene of the action. All the women
and children, too frightened to be left behind, followed on
and from the Twin Hills we looked down upon the scene, one
which I have never forgotten. Sentinels were on watch for an
approaching steamer with officers of the law, and the affair was
not one of pure enjoyment for fear of liability to arrest.”

The following account of the Fishers Island prize fight of
1867 begins as the crowds of ruffians gathered in New London
the night before the match. These excerpts are taken from a
lengthy article printed in the New-York Tribune on April 10,
1867:

A PRIZE FIGHT

On Monday evening last the citizens of the town of New-Lon-
don, which lies at the head of Sound navigation, beheld, with won-
der and dismay, the advent among them of about 150 roughs, of
all grades, from the fashionable gambler and pick-pocket, who usu-
ally dress with sufficient care and nicety to cause mistake among
the best informed people, to the low pot-house ruffian who has
indelibly stamped on his forehead the indubitable evidences of
crime and brutality. After dark the quiet streets of the old whaling
seaport town were filled with uncouth pedestrians in rough over-
coats, slouch hats, sporting caps, and shodden with heavy thick-
soled shoes of the most approved English make. These individuals
seemed to feel rather uncomfortable at the quiet and retirement
of the place, and it soon became known to the citizens that they
meditated a prize fight in the neighborhood. This caused great ex-
citement and not a little wonder at the impudence of the roughs
in coming so far for an exhibition of brute force. The hotels in
town were crowded early in the evening. The supper table at the
principal hotel was a picture worthy of note. A score of roughs out
of their natural element, owing to the presence of napkins in the
immediate vicinity of their plates, made demands in a loud manner
for “hash,” as they were pleased in a generic way to designate the
supper in preparation for them. A few of the visages had received
the decoration of black eyes, and many and well won scars gained
in rough and tumble fights were visible. The beef-steak placed be-
fore them by the trembling waiter-girls, was objected to in a fash-
ion peculiar to the roughs, who declared with unanimous voice
that the animal from which the steaks were cut had been clubbed
to death. The greater number of the unwelcome visitors came from
New-York, with well-selected delegations from Providence, Boston,
and Philadelphia, the latter city being known to in the vernacular
of the roughs as “Philadoody.” At three o’clock on Tuesday morn-
ing, all those who were desirous of assisting at the prize fight were

awakened, and had to turn out of bed in the chilly gray air of an
April morning, and attire with haste in order to secure passage on
a huge lumbering schooner which had been chartered by a leading
pugilist for the conveyance of the roughs to Fisher’s Island, in the
Long Island Sound, distant some nine miles from the harbor of
New-London...The sun is just rising in a dull blaze behind the hill
of Groton, as the schooner, with her deck crowded with men, her
bowsprit yawing, plunges through the water, out into the magnifi-
cent roadstead of New-London, past Fort Griswold and Trumbull
on either side, with the mouths of their guns yawning; past several
reefs, islets, and light-houses, and out into the deep, fresh blue wa-
ter of the Sound... The schooner and two or three sloops and oyster
smacks are now anchored in shore, close to Fisher’s Island...A ring
is pitched near the shore, sheltered by some scanty shrubbery, on
a smooth piece of ground, and the passengers disembark in yawl-
boats for the scene of the fight.

Some time is lost in choosing a referee, and in the mean time
the two men who are to fight arrive in the ring. The first man is
George Rooke, a native of Ireland, 146 pounds weight, five feet
11 3 inches in height, and by trade a gunsmith, but at present a
proprietor of a drinking-saloon in Providence, R.I., from whence
he hails. The second man is Charles Collins, “The Cast Iron Man,”
as he is called by his admirers, weighs 146 pounds, is a native of
England, five feet 7 inches in height, a machinist by profession,
but a pugilist by inclination. Collins is 29 years of age. Johnny La-
zarus and “Butt” Riley of New-York act as seconds for Collins, and
Maurice Phelan and the celebrated pugilist savant, Kit Burns, act
in the same capacity for George Rooke. The referee chosen is Bob
Corcoran of New-York, and Mike Costello acts as umpire. This
fight is interesting from the fact that it is the first one ever fought
in America under the newly amended rules of the prize ring, which
compels the seconds to retire from the inner ring as soon as the
men begin to fight in each round.

It is 10 o’clock. The sun hangs heated over the placid waters of
the Sound, whose broad bosom is flecked with many white sails,
and on the neighboring hills...Both men advance to the center of
the ring and shake hands, the seconds following the example with
fraternal grasps. They cover their bare breasts with their clenched
hands glaring like devils into each other’s eyes with sudden ani-
mosity and hate, watching with keen interest for an opportunity
to strike, and in a moment the bloody and brutal work begins.




The “Cast Iron Man” receives two terrific blows on the face from
Rooke, administered with his right and left hands; a clench ensues
in a moment, and the men are locked in each other’s arms, strug-
gling like tigers, and Collins is thrown again heavily by Rooke,
who laughs like a child who has gotten a toy, Rooke rising from the
prostrate body of his antagonist and walking to his corner, while
Collins is lifted with care and tenderness by his watchful seconds.
Thus ends the first round. The second round is a repetition of the
first, Collins being thrown again heavily by Rooke. In the third
round, Collins dashes his cast iron head with the force of a catapult
in the stomach of Rooke, who drives his right fist repeatedly into
the face of his enemy with the weight of a sledge hammer, at which
the ruffians around the ring yell with energy...Mr. Fox, the own-
er of the island, sits on his horse and calmly views the spectacle,
smoking a Havana the while, for which he receives congratulations
from the roughs, pick-pockets and thieves. Some of the rounds
last as long as 10 minutes and the 13th round is 18 minutes in
duration...All the while, a perfect torrent of blasphemy, obscenity,
blackguardism, and ribaldry pours from the lips of the loafers who
can hardly control themselves, two or three throwing their hats on
the ground and jumping on them with excitement.

The Tribunes account chronicled in excruciating detail just
how savagely George Rooke pummeled the “Cast Iron Man”
until his face looked “more like a raw piece of liver or beef-steak
slashed with a knife, than the face of a human being.” The lat-
ter fighter had “nearly lost all his ferruginous ingredients” and
Rooke’s victory seemed a foregone conclusion: “The eyes of
Collins are now nearly closed, and should he keep on fighting
a few rounds more he will be unable to see from the effects
of the terrible blows which come like rain from the younger
and more active Rooke. Rooke has been punished badly in his
ribs, but does not show a mark, owing to his splendid training.
Up to the 16th round there is constant and bloody fighting
going on all the time, and in two rounds there is a clinch at
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Aerial view of north shore of Fishers Island, circa 1924.The prize fight of 1867 was h
today’s Walsh Park property. This area was known locally as “The Battle Field” for many decades. Note the Three Sisters cottages at lower left.

the ropes, and both men go down heavily, Collins under. As
Rooke seeks to rise he places his right hand, which is open, on
the face of Collins, but does not strike him, when a cry of foul
is raised in Collins’s corner, and the ring being broken, the
referee decides that Rooke has given a foul blow, which so en-
rages Rooke that he makes at the referee, Corcoran, and cries
out in a frantic voice, ‘I will kill you, you ___,” but is taken
away by his friends, and the prize fight is ended, to the great

dissatisfaction of about 250 brutes, whose appetite was just
beginning to kindle for more blood. The fight lasted for one
hour and 15 minutes. It was fought for $500 a side.”

So the Cast Iron man, badly punished and all but finished
off, won Fishers Island’s first prize fight in the 16th round over
an unmarked George Rooke as a result of a highly question-
able “foul” call. The umpire decided that Rooke struck Collins
when down and therefore lost the match. While the sporting
press generally railed at the outcome, the Brooklyn Eagle chose
a humorous approach in its review of the fight’s ending: “This
most foul, strange and unnatural proceeding put $500 in the
pocket of the Cast Iron Man whose frightfully damaged pro-
boscis and ‘peepers needed some pecuniary or other healing
application.” Later accounts of the fight stated flatly that the
“fix” had been in from the start.

A Stonington Matter

Stonington affairs keep up a fair degree of interest in the ju-
diciary committee. The discussions over the report of the joint
commission on the boundary line between New York and Con-
necticut was chiefly started over the interest felt in Stoning-
ton as to the possession of Fisher’s Island. Yesterday a matter
relating to a cemetery association in the town came up, and
several leading citizens of the state were present, and one of
them suggested facetiously that there was some talk of uniting
the two interests—to acquire Fisher’s Island and turn it into a

(Hartford Daily Courant, 2/12/1880)

graveyard.

eld on or near the dleared field in upper-right ce}ilz;'fhu is par of




Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Ahman

Karen & David Alberghini

Mark & Ashley Allan

Altus Partners, Inc.

Beth & Mark Andrews

Bunty & Tom™ Armstrong

Whitney & Monica Armstrong

Katherine H. Arnold

Maxine Porter Arnold

Meg Atkin

Drs. Jean & Robinson Baker

Maria & James Baker

Richard S. Baker

Lucille P. Balcolm

James & Jeannie Ballentine

Lt. Col. & Mrs. Barry B.
Bannister

Becca & Chad Bartels

Norma M. Bartol

Gregory & Vinton Bauer

Jim & Peggy Benkard

Thad & Margaret Bereday

Hilary & Anders Bialek

J. Truman Bidwell, Jr.

Wendy & Richard Bingham

Margot & Jerry Bogert

Frank & Elisabeth Bohlen

Helen & Frank Bonsal

Linda & Mark Borden

Ghislaine Boulanger & Charles
Kadushin

Robert Boyd

Bradbeer Family

Andrew & Helen Braun

Marnie & Kit Briggs

Elena & John Brim

Peter & Susie Brinckerhoff

Jon & Sue Britt

H.P. Broom-Housewright

Lee & Alice Cary Brown

Miggie & Barry Bryan

Sissy & Bill Buller

Jeffrey G. & Nancy H. Bunting

Brad* & Joan Burnham

Brad & Mary Burnham

Heather & David Burnham

Andrew & Ashley Burr

Elbert & Doris Burr

Grace & Frank Burr

Jan & Peter Burr

Molly & Frank Burr

Jean N. Calhoun

grateful to each and every one of you!

Margaret M. Campbell

Temple E. Canfield

Jim & Laurie Carney

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund M.
Carpenter

Jeff Carpenter

Laura & Charlie Carroll

Elizabeth Reed Carter Charitable
Fund of the Community
Foundation

Kristin & Colin Cashel

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cathriner

Laura & Michael Chapman

Geoff & Laurie Chester

Chubb Group of Insurance
Companies

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin C. Coleman

John Colgate III

Amy Fine & Bradley J. Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Atwood Collins

Claire Woolston Commons &
Matthew Commons

George & Leslie Conant

David & Margot Congdon

Allyson & Steve Cook

Bard & Liz Cook

Elizabeth H. Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Steven A. Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Coolidge

Judith-Ann Corrente & Wim
Kooyker

RoAnn Costin & Jim Bailey

Mis. Joan Cox

Jean Crane

Dianne G. Crary

Jane D. Crary

Robert Crary

Ace & Susan Crary

Mr. & Mrs. Peter O. Crisp

Ellie & Tom Crosby

Mary Cuthbert

Cutler Family

Cypherd Family

Carlene & Ian Damon

Phil & Katie Dater

Norton & Wesley Davidson

Ann Dearborn

Lois & Georges deMenil

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Derderian

Ava Diaz-Saavedra

Mr. & Mrs. L.E Boker Doyle

Nan Doyle & Gerard Schmidt

Linda & Richard Duggan

Mac & Susan Dunwoody

Heidi A. duPont

Reynolds duPont, Jr.

Ruth & Tom duPont

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Duryea

Cindy & Andy Dwyer

Ederic Foundation

Trudi & Chris Edwards

Kenneth & Ann Edwards

Laura M. Edwards

Mark & Liete Eichorn

Peggy Elliott

Joan Ellis

Roberta C. Elwell

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Epstein

Fairfield Foundation

Ann & Alfred Ferguson

Harry & Susie Ferguson

Nancy Ferguson

Chris & Laurie Finan

John D. Firestone

Sandy & Rossie Fisher

Henry H. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. Bertram B. Fisher

Bertram B. Fisher & Associates

Fishers Island Oyster Farm

Fishers Island Sportsmens Club

Barrie Fiske & Russell Planitzer

Bill & Diana Fiske

Mr. & Mrs. Christie Flanagan

Klaus & Denise Fohlmeister

Ella M. Foshay & Michael
Rothfeld

Lynn A. Foster

Luke & Rhonda Fowler

Martha C. Fransson

Tink Friedrichs

Mr. & Mrs. Gunther Fritze

Liz Furse

Ronald Furse

William R. Furse

Andrew & Kendal Gaillard

Marie L. Gaillard

Heidi & Peter Gaillard

Peter & Peggy Gaillard

Tom & Peg Gaillard

William & Katharine Gaillard

Prue Gary

John Gaston, Jr.

Mark & Louise Gaumond

Bob & Jane Geniesse
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The Board of Trustees would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all who gave as
“Friends of the Museum,” to the Land Trust, or “in memoriam” during 2011. We are

Jan & Tom Geniesse

John & Jeanine Glendon

Daniel & Sally Gordon

Sarah Gordon

Lady Gorham

Allison & Chauncey Goss

Mrs. Jane H. Goss

Michele & Richard Goss

Tess & Gerrit Goss

Kevin Grant & Valarie Kinkade

William Grumbles

Harry & Nancy Gruner

Hewitt & Marilu Hafer

Stephanie & James Hall

Jane & Fred Hamilton

Helen & Jim Hamilton

Thomas M. Hamilton

Robert & Phyllis Hansell

Michael & Patsy Hanson

Ted & Ashley Harrington

G. Anne Harris & Seth Milliken

Harris Family

Anne Nancy C. Harvey

Judge & Mrs. Alexander Harvey

Ellen Harvey & Tad Sperry

Grace Harvey

Jane Harvey & Charles Curtis

Janet & Dixon Harvey

Karla S. Heath

Tony & Marje Helfet

Edward & Wendy Crisp
Henderson

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W.
Henderson

Daniel Herrick

Lucinda J. Herrick

Catha & Jack Hesse

Kenneth & Mary Hill

Mr. & Mrs. C. Clarkson Hine

Helen & Bob Hobson

Tony & Emmy Hobson

Larry & Mary Horn

Martha Horning & David Silber

Hortulus

Mr. & Mrs. Winchester E
Hotchbkiss, Jr.

Jane & Win Hotchkiss, Sr.

Nora Howard

Kenny & Nat Howe

Jeffrey T. Hughes

Stephen & Julia Hulslander

Harry & Sandy Hurlburt



Lisa & George Ireland

Mr. & Mrs. John N. Irwin IIT

Island Gardeners

Susan Jeffries

Betty Edwards Johnson

David & Jackie Johnson

Christie Nelson Karoscik

John & Pam Kean

Thomas Kean, Kean Foundation

Natalie & Ben Keenan

Walter & Susan Keenan

Mr. & Mrs. W. Boulton Kelly

Kelly Beach House

Catherine & Dick Kennedy

Sheila R. Kennedy

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Kernan, Jr.

Patricia & John Kibbe

Mr. & Mrs. Barron U. Kidd

Margaret & Henry King

Mary S. King

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Krag

Donald & Karen Lamb

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Lamb

George R. Laughlin

Michael L. Laughlin

Tim & Nancy Laughlin

Susan & Peter Lawrence

Kelsey Leachman

Isabel B. Leib

Catherine M. Leslie

Jean M. Leuchtenburg

Josh & Tamara Leuchtenburg

Peter & Lyn Lord

Audrey Noyes Ludemann

Cecil & Linda Lyon

Courtney & Jeffrey MacDonald

Bob & Bobsie Macleod

Edward E. & Nancy H. Madden

Sarah & Steve Malinowski

Landine L. Manigault

Dorothy & Marion Mannetti

Jane & Rob Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel R. Marshall

Mr. & Mrs. G.C. Matthiessen

David & Abby McCall

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. McCall

Elizabeth FE McCance

Mr. & Mrs. Henry E McCance

Tom McCance & Serita
Winthrop

McCance Foundation Trust

Steve & Diane McGeeney

David & Elizabeth McKown

Hilary & Alex McKown

Lindsay & Stuart McLean

Terry & Harriet McNamara

John Mettler

Arabella C. Meyer

Bob & Margot Meyer
Mary Meyer

Charlie & Trudy Meyers
Dwight E Miller

Elizabeth & Richard Miller
Bob & Adrienne Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Miller
Samantha & Robert Moro
Barbara Heath Morrison
Mary P. Murphy

Linda & Bill Musser
Robert E. Neild

New London Landmarks
A.B. & J. Noyes Foundation
Nick & Ann Noyes

Rob & Linda Noyes

Sally Ogden

Ogden Family

J. H. Ogden, Jr.

Wendy & Tom O’Neil
Mollie & Henry Osborn
Bruce Oswald

Mary L. Pankiewicz

Ellen & Harry Parker
Kathy & Ged Parsons
Harris & Elsie Parsons
Harris & Liz Parsons
Nancy & Jay Parsons

Reyn Parsons

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Parsons
Arthur & Louise Patterson
Patterson Family Foundation
Maria & David Patterson
Robert & Jane Patterson
Tim & Sharon Patterson
Elizabeth Peishoff

John J. Peishoff

Pequot Inn

George & Elaine Petersen
Pfizer Foundation
Charlton & Stowe Phelps
Russell Planitzer & Barrie Fiske
Sam & Anne Polk

Chip & Maisie Pollard
David & Dana Porter
Cathy & Mike Posey

Lila & Brooks Preston
Mis. Richard Purnell
Marguerite W. Purnell
John & Rosanne Purtill
Brian Rafferty

Pierce & Vicki Rafferty
Sara & Chris Rafferty
Walter G. Rafferty Family
Karena & Martijn Rasser
Lisa & Bill Reed

Helen Scott Reed

Kate & Scott Reid

Ang & Susie Renna

Charlie & Suzie Rentschler

Carol & Bill Ridgway

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Riegel

Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Riegel, Jr.

Robert Righter

Ed & Cynthia Riley

Mary & Don Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brooks
Robinson

Patricia R. Roche

Jill Rogan

Peter & Sue Rogan

Theodore O. Rogers, Jr.

Chris & Roddy Roosevelt

Edward & Carolyn Ross

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence P. Rubinow

Jennifer Russell

Win & Mary Rutherford

Katharine duP. Sanger

Nina & Christopher Sanger

Jennifer & Penn Sanger

Tom & Allison Sargent

John J. Scanlon

Hillary Schafer & Mark Shafir

Molly duPont Schaffer

Joe & Annie Schlafly

Alexandra E. Schlesinger

Nina Schmid

Ron & Gail Schongar

Marianne & Steve Schongar

Suzanne Cameron Schutz

Daphne & Peter Schwab

Anthony & Helen Scoville

Penni & Greg Sharp

Gregory & Deborah Shillo

Kate Shillo

Robert W. Shippee

Tom Siebens & Mimi Parsons

Scudder & Susie Sinclair

Mary & John Ski

Briscoe Smith

Janet Marie Smith & Bart
Harvey

Margaret & Glenn Solomon

Sooner Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. J. Maxwell Soper

Karen & Willard Soper

Laurel & Jared Soper

Michael & Amy Spencer

Janio & Eliana Spinola

John & Melie Spofford

Nick & Martha Spofford

Peter & Janet Stanley

Janice & Peter Steil

Lorna & Bill Stengel

Dr. & Mrs. Peter H. Strife

Mary L. Strunk
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David & Ann Strupp

Katharine R. Sturgis

Mrs. Peter M. Sturtevant

Lenore Swenson

Swenson Family

Bruce Talbot

Toby & Jennie Talbot

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H.
Tamoney

Jean M. Thatcher & Thatcher
Family

in memory of Richard Bonbright
Thatcher

Mr. & Mrs. Thor P. Thors

Paul & Leslie Tombari

Martha Torrance

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Tremaine I11

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation

Sarah C. Tremaine

Genie & John Trevor

Billie Tsien & Tod Williams

Stephen & Cynthia Tulka

Margie & Bill Ughetta

Warren Van Deventer

Maarten & Claudia van Hengel

Helene van Oosten

Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Vartanian

Amanda & Douglass Walker

Robert & Brigitte Wall

Debra Walters

James Ward

Robert & Margaret Warden

Ellen & Miner Warner

Katie & Eric Welles

Ellen & Bobby White

Wilderness Point Foundation

Peter L. Williamson

Charlie & Anne Wilmerding

Mr. & Mrs. David R.
Wilmerding, Jr.

Libby & John Winthrop

Paul & Sheldon Withers

Alex Wolf

Mr. & Mrs. William H.
Wood, Jr.

Marshall & Janet Woodward

Sally & Joe Woolston

Simeon & Currie Wooten

Mary Denny Wray

Mr. & Mrs. Clinton R.
Wyckoff 111

Sam & Lizora Yonce

Z & § Contracting, Inc.

Please excuse any inadvertent
misspellings or omissions
* Deceased.



Additions to the Museum’s Collection in 2011

Bunty Armstrong. 1 copy of “A Singular Vision” by the late
Tom Armstrong,.

Richard S. Baker. Audio tape of Pat Baker interview with
“Ma” Russell and Mrs. A.G. Pendleton.

LTC Barry Bannister (USA Ret). 1 copy of magazine “Links:
The Best of Golf;” Fall 2011 issue with article on EI. Club’s
golf course by George Peper.

Laurie Carney. 2 books on native plants of the northeast.
Elizabeth & Robert Coleman. 1 book: “Field Guide to Coastal
Fish.”

Alfred Cooper. 19 copy prints of photos showing the T.
Cooper family, their house (formerly Hardy) and surrounding
properties on Fishers Island, circa 1948.

Philip & Kate Dater. EI. Telephone Directory (1946); photo-
graph of Walton Ferguson, Jr. posing with shotgun in hand.
Jim Diaz-Saavedra. Copy print of real photo postcard: “White
Rock Cottage, Fishers Island, NY.” Circa 1910s.

Tom Doyen and Doyen family. 26 Doyen family photos, 34
misc. photos of Fishers Island residents and locations, and 5
Fishers Island postcards. Various dates, primarily 1950s to
1990s.

Judy Edwards. 1 copy of her book:
“Beyond Low Ebb: Surviving a
Marriage Wreck.”

Laura Edwards. Mansion House
laundry hamper.

Bill Faulkner. Architectural
drawings for 1972 HLFM
building; specification plans

for J.N. Brown residence
“Windshield,” 1937; two EI.
Horse Show catalogs (1930s),

1 English Springer Field Trial
Catalog (1941), and EI. Telephone
Directory (1957).

Charles B. Ferguson. 3 versions of H.L.
Ferguson’s “Tailagan” book. Lithograph by N.
Currier entitled: “Awful Wreck of the Magnificent
Steamer Atlantic on Fishers Island” (One of two different
Currier versions. See Wyckoff donation for another version.)
Harry & Susie Ferguson. Collection of 29 English Springer
Spaniel Field Trial catalogs; misc. English Springer Spaniel pedi-
grees and certificates; misc. animal bones and skulls; EI. Horse
Show catalog; scrapbooks, photos, articles, clippings, directories
and ephemera relating to Fishers Island that were originally the
property of H.L. Ferguson and/or Lee Ferguson.

Henry Fisher. EI. Telephone Directory (1951); 34 B/W copy
prints documenting Fr. Wright activity, removal of WW2 arma-
ment, Post Chapel, military boats, and Mansion House (aerial).
18 B/W copy prints documenting razing of Ft. Wright bldgs.
Fishers Island Library. 2 reels of microfilm: “Town of
Southold Town Records.”

Fishers Island Utility Corp. 39 EI. telephone directories,

misc. years 1935 to 1979; 9 Ft. Wright & military telephone

directories, misc. years 1943 to 1948. One framed single sheet

EI. Telephone Directory, July 1, 1930 (double sided).

Dr. Maria Frank. 2 brochures on Native American tools and

relics.

Silvana Gada. 1 metal egg shipping container used on EI.

1 typed list of 19th century news stories about Fishers Island

(2 pages). 51 color & 15 B/W photos of misc. EI. people &

events, primarily 1940s-70s.

Helen Hays. 3 copies of FOGGI, Friends of Great Gull Island

newsletter. Vol. III, nos. 1,2,3.

Arthur Houghton. Fishers Island Sportmen’s Club booklet

with certificate of incorporation, by-laws, etc., published in

1957.

Paul H. Johnson. 1 copy of book “Golf at Yale” by John A.

Godley and William W. Kelly.

Bo & Ellie Kelly. 1 copy of book entitled “Kelly Beach House

- 2011” dedicated to Bo and Ellie Kelly from Dave Murphy.

Madora Kibbe. 14 Fishers Island Club directories, misc. years
1979 to 20006.

Catherine Ladd. 7 original photographs mount-
ed on board dating from 1890s-1910 of the
Munnatawket Hotel & the Kilbourne,
Weeks, & Allen cottages; 9 B/W

photographs of Hanmer Cottage,
1928-1932; 9 color prints of
Ladd Cottage, 1980s.
George H. Lamb. Preliminary
sketches and final design draw-
ings for automobile models cre-
ated by G.H. Lamb 1948-1950
while student at EI. School.
Original automobile model cre-
ated by G.H. Lamb for Fisher Body
Craftsman’s Guild competition 1950.
14 photographs of El. activities and
people, ¢.1948-1951.
Raymond O. Lamb. 8 original EI. School, High
School & Regents certificates issued for student R. O. Lamb in
the years 1945-1949; vintage “FI” sports letter patch; and eight
4x6 color copy prints of various EI. locations, undated, circa
1950s.
James and Ann O’Keeke. Book of photos celebrating 30 years
in their EI. residence “Crow’s Nest.”
Hit or Miss Thrift. 8 tee shirts and 1 polo shirt with EI. logos
and/or designs.
Tom Patterson. Sales tag for Polly’s Shop - Annex Antiques,
Fishers Island, NY. Announcement for re-opening of dental
practice of Peter L. Eckerson, D.D.S. on Yacht “Mistress,”
Mobil Dock, West Harbor, EI. NY.
Mary Jean Pelham. 21 copy prints, 109 orig. photos & 46
orig. postcards; all with Fishers Island subjects; 1 book “Mother
and Daughter” by Nancy Aniston; 2 EI. mugs; 1 EI. placemat;

above: Ft. Wright auto pass, c. WWIL. Gift of Harry & Susie Ferguson



Gen. H.G. Wright ¢.1863.

Museum Acquisition

4 back issues EI. Gazettes; 1 souvenir plate with EI. map; 5 EI
School Certificates; 2 El. reunion T-shirts.

James Prosek. 1 signed copy of his “Eels” book and 2 Prosek
painting exhibition catalogs.

Richard A. Radune. 1 copy of his book: “Sound Rising:

Long Island Sound at the Forefront of America’s Struggle for
Independence.”

Bagley Reid, Mystic Isle Realty. Sotheby Parke Bernet bro-
chures promoting EI. properties in the 1970s.

Aaron Rice. Decal for Fishers Island Surf Club.

Bill Ridgway. Misc. plans and drawings for EI. Recreational
Path.

Sandy & Debbie Riegel. 8 EI. Telephone Directories, misc.
years 2000 to 2010.

Cynthia Riley. 1 copy “FISHERS ISLAND 1987-1988 Town
of Southold Eastern Section Completion Report”; 1 framed
photo of soldiers, Fort Wright, NY; newspaper article on
Boroleum factory, El., NY, The Day 9/15/80, mounted on
board.

Virginia Sammis. Spiral-bound binder about the Buckingham
family and their house on EI. (today’s Cynthia Parrott Macnair
residence); and 1 photo of drawing by Guilford of same house,
circa 1928.

Penni Sharp. EI. Growth Plan, 1994 (2 copies); “Preserving
EI.” land trust brochure (2 copies); 2 back issues EI. Gazette;
Misc. EIL. Rec Path & Land Trust correspondence, maps &
documents.

Shutters & Sails, LLC. 1 copy of 2011 duPont Registry maga-
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Gen. H.G. Wright ¢.1880.

Museum Acquisition

zine with article on EL

Nick Spofford. 1 letter written from EI. on EI. stationery with
envelope postmarked May 29, 1899.

Susie Stickney. 1 copy of book by Marjorie Wiggin Prescott
entitled: “Tales of a Sportsman’s Wife: Shooting.”

Gordon M. Stone. 1 original Christmas menu, 1941 for
Battery F, 11th Coast Artillery, Fort H.G. Wright, NY. Misc.
photocopies of Ft. Wright photos. (Mr. Stone is a veteran who
was stationed at Ft. Wright.)

Union Chapel. Misc. EI. related cutlery with engraved initials/
lettering for the Mansion House, Ladies Aid, Quartermaster
Corps and US Army MD.

Gail Utterback Mills. 1 Re-elect Judge Ray Edwards keychain
Clinton R.Wyckoff III. 1 original hand-colored lithographic
print by Nathaniel Currier entitled: “Awful Wreck of the
Magnificent Steamer Atlantic on Fishers Island.” (1846).
Framed. (See C.B. Ferguson donation for a different Currier
engraving of this wreck.)

Museum Acquisitions in 2011 included: 1880s trade card
with text: “HOW TO REACH LYLES BEACH The Coney
Island of the East”; E.I School Graduation card, 1936; E1.LED.
fire helmet manufactured by Cairns & Brother, circa 1960s;
Metal sign or plate with “EL.LED.” in raised black lettering;
circular Boy Scout Patch for Fishers Island Western District
Camporee 1959; Photo of gun crew firing disappearing gun,
Ft. Michie, 1931; West Point Cadets by 12-inch gun at Fort
H.G. Wright, Fishers Island, NY. June 24, 1927; real photo
postcards: Troops embarking from Ft. Wright troop ship, July



A Treasure Chest

One of the most extraordinary gifts received by the Museum
in recent years is an antique iron treasure chest that is fea-
tured beneath the “Pirates of Fishers Island” display at the
Museum. It was donated by Tamara and Josh Leuchtenburg

from the collection of her father, Dr. Wilbur James (“Jim”)
Gould. The plaque attached to the chest indicates that it

2 ‘ - T [ : ..;--J 2 - is of English make from the early 1700s and that it was
. %{é‘?}’ Sk %’*"%“"“ Ferbns Botarel ‘:?”if @y ) found on Gardiners Island by Captain Biru of Sag Harbor.
Unidentified F.I. cottages, circa 1910. Gift of Jim Diaz . . ) )
However, there is some evidence that it may be older, circa
16, 1916; and “A Wet Day at Ft. Wright N.Y. July 25, 1916.” 1650, and of German origin. What is clear is that countless
Printed postcard: “A night view of Fort Mansfield, Watch Hill, visitors, children and adults alike, have thoroughly enjoyed
Rhode Island”; Ham radio QSL postcard sent by W2GTL this wonderful chest. It has helped bring to life a period when
(John A. Hansen, Fishers Island, NY) on Jan. 8, 1939, from actual pirates terrorized Fishers Island. Many thanks to the

Flushing, NY to Oklahoma; copy prints: photographic portrait Leuchtenburgs for this thoughtful and generous gift.
of Gen. Horatio G. Wright, circa 1863 and 1880. Books: “The
Epic history of the Fur Trade in America” by E.J. Dolin; “The
Vikings” by Robert Ferguson; “Re-creating the American Past:
Essays on the Colonial Revival” edited by Guy Wilson; George
Washington Smith: “Architect of the Spanish Colonial Revival”
by P. Gebhard; various issues of “Liaison: the Courier of the Big
Gun Corps.” (WW I); “Munnatawket Hotel, Mansion House
and Cottages, Fishers Island N.Y.” Promotional Brochure,
1895; “List of Members Fishers Island Club, April 12th, 19277
“Light in Nature: North Carolina Museum of Art - Fishers
Island House” (Armstrong’s “Hooverness”); “Black Swan” by
Chris Knopf.

New Children’s Programming Fund Established

Dedicated Museum Board member Sarah M. “Sally” Ferguson,  school teacher in Schenectady, New York for several years and
who died unexpectedly in February 2011 at her home in served as a Girl Scout Troop Leader for almost two decades.
New Haven, Conn., left a bequest to the Henry L. Ferguson A life-long member of the Fishers Island seasonal community,
Museum that will be used to create a new children’s program- Sally was actively interested in all aspects of Island life. The
ming fund named in her honor. Sally’s interest in children Sally Ferguson Children’s Programming Fund will honor her
was long standing. After graduating from Vassar in the Class long-standing commitment to education, children and Fishers
of 1941 with a major in child study, she worked as a nursery Island.

Fishers Island, August 1932.
Photos courtesy of the Boy-Ferguson-Hadley Family.
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of The Henry L. Ferguson Museum is the collection,
preservation and exhibition of items of Pre-History, History and Natural
History of Fishers Island and, through its Land Trust, the preservation in

perpetuity of undeveloped property in its natural state. It is organized for the
education and enjoyment of the Island’s community and visitors and for the
protection of habitat for the Island’s flora and fauna.

Museum Speakers and Programs 2012

On the Playing Fields of Privilege: The Residential Work
of Delano & Aldrich 1903-1940. Educator and architec-
tural historian Derek Ostergard will give an illustrated lecture
examining the work of Delano & Aldrich, one of America’s
most renowned architectural firms. The A.W. Dater house on
Fishers Island (today’s Wakeman residence) was a Delano &
Aldrich commission. Sunday July 8th. Time: 4 p.m. Loca-
tion: Union Chapel.

Creature Features at the Ocean. Join us as we explore animals
and their special adaptations for living in water and on land.
Children’s Museum of Southeastern Connecticut (CMSC)
family program for ages 4 and up. Wednesday, July 11th.
Time: 2 to 3 p.m. Location: Drop off and pick up at South
Beach by parking area near end of 1st hole of Hay Harbor
golf course. IF RAIN, MEET AT THE MUSEUM FOR IN-
DOOR PROGRAM. Program limited to 20 people. Advance
registration required. Suggested donation $5.

Peek into a Pond. Come discover what creatures are living in
our ponds. We'll have nets and buckets so you can take your
best shot at catching frogs, tadpoles, fish, insects and more!
Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center (DPNC) family program
for ages 5 and up. Wednesday, July 18th. Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: the Museum. Suggested donation $5.

Muskeget to Matinicus: Plant Diversity on New England’s
Coastal Islands. An illustrated lecture by Robert T. McMas-
ter, Professor of Biology, Holyoke Community College, Ho-

lyoke, Massachusetts. — The HLFM’s 2012 Smith Vaughan
Lecture on a Natural History Subject. Sunday, July 22nd.
Time: 4 p.m. Location: Union Chapel.

Ahoy Matey. Children can dress as pirates to set the mood for
a walk down the plank on the way to loads of swashbuckling
activities. We'll share a pirate story, sing some pirate songs,
and use our spy glasses and maps to find the buried treasure.
A CMSC family program for ages 3 to 6. Wednesday, July
25th. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Suggested
donation $5.

History of the Fishers Island Fire Department. HLFM Di-
rector Pierce Rafferty will chronicle the history of fires and fire
fighting on Fishers Island before and after the founding of the
FIFD in 1927. Sunday, July 29th. Time: 4 p.m. Location:
Union Chapel.

Coastal Ospreys, New York City to Boston: 150 Years of
Beating the Odds. Alan Poole, author of “Ospreys: A Natural
and Unnatural History,” will give an illustrated lecture that
focuses on the history of ospreys in New England and Long
Island. Sunday, August 5th. Time: 4 p.m. Location: Union
Chapel.

Trip to Great Gull Island’s Tern Research Center. Please
join us for a trip to neighboring Great Gull Island which has
the largest nesting concentrations of Common Terns in the
world and the largest nesting concentration of endangered

continued on next page

Pierce Rafferty’s talk on history of FIFD: July 29th & Aug. 26th.



Roseate Terns in the Western hemisphere. We will visit the
Research Station that is led by ornithologist Helen Hays under
the auspices of The American Museum of Natural History.
Wednesday, August 8th. Departure: 10 a.m. from the Mo-
bil Dock on the commuter ferry “Popeye.” Return: 2 p.m. to
Mobil Dock. PRICE: $50 per person ($40 members). NOTE:
Limit of 17 passengers; advance reservations required. Con-
tact the Museum by phone 631-788-7239 or in person for

reservation.

Creepers and Leapers. Live frogs, snakes and salamanders
provide an up-close introduction to the interesting adaptations
of our native amphibians and reptiles. DPNC family program
for ages 5 and up. Wednesday, August 8th. Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
Location: the Museum. Suggested donation $5.

Inextricably Linked: Long Island Sound and Our Way
of Life. An illustrated lecture by Chantal E. Collier. Direc-
tor, Long Island Sound Program of The Nature Conservancy.

Sunday, August 12th. Ms. Collier will examine efforts to
protect the health of the Sound from continuing global and
local pressures that threaten this vital ecosystem. Time: 4 p.m.
Location: Union Chapel.

Building a Lighthouse. Constructing a lighthouse with a
flashing light is the challenge put before several teams of young
lighthouse engineers. This “hands on” children’s program pro-
motes problem solving and makes engineering fun. CMSC
program for ages 7 to 12. Wednesday, August 15th. Time: 2
to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Suggested donation $5.

Nocturnal Creatures. The nighttime world of raccoons,
skunks, opossums, bats, frogs, owls and more will all be ex-
plored. Come learn about their unique adaptations and meet
a live nocturnal animal. Wednesday, August 22nd. DPNC
family program for ages 5 and up. Time: 2 to 3 p.m. Location:
the Museum. Suggested donation $5.

History of the Fishers Island Fire Department. HLFM Di-
rector Pierce Rafferty will chronicle the history of fires and fire
fighting on Fishers Island before and after the founding of the
FIFD in 1927. Sunday, August 26th. Time: 4 p.m. Location:
Union Chapel. (Note: This talk will also be given on Sunday
July 29th.)

Nature Walks: During July and August, Nature Walks will
start at the Museum at 2 p.m. unless changes have been post-

ed.

Museum Hours: July 3 to Labor Day: Tuesday through Fri-
day: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Closed Mondays.
Off Season Hours: To be posted. For special appointments:
Please call Museum director Pierce Rafferty at the Museum.
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