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The early spring on Fishers Island brought with it some 
interesting events in the avian world. Most remarkable was 
the occupation of the Rafferty osprey nest by a pair of Great-
horned owls (Bubo virginianus). This pair successfully reared 
two chicks and many of us were treated to spectacular views 
of the parent owl and the two downy offspring. The Ospreys 
(Pandion haliaetus) were not so enthralled by this turn of 
events, arriving to find their home occupied by such fear-
some tenants. Great-horned owls are efficient predators and 
will take a wide variety of prey, including other raptors. An 
Osprey would not want to attempt reclamation of its nest 
from a Great-horned owl. Whether or not the evicted pair 
was involved cannot be known for certain, but shortly follow-
ing the return of Fishers Island’s Ospreys, there was a territo-
rial dispute involving the nest on John Ski’s property. Aerial 
“dogfights” commenced on a daily basis and continued for 
several weeks (see photos on page 5). As of this writing, the 
owls have vacated the Rafferty nest, a pair of Ospreys appears 
to be reoccupying the nest, and harmony has returned within 
our Osprey population. As young Ospreys mature and return 
to their birth place to nest (usually after 4 to 5 years), they 
may find that the island lacks sufficient nest sites. Thus, we 
may need to increase the number of platforms in order to ac-
commodate all. We are extremely fortunate that Fishers Island 
continues to provide and preserve suitable habitat for birds, 
large and small. 

Since our last newsletter, the Museum has enjoyed another 
eventful year and continues to be an important cultural asset 
for the community. We are looking forward to our new exhib-
it, “The Houses of Fishers Island, Part II,” covering the period 
from the mid-1920s through World War II. Our Museum 
Director, Pierce Rafferty, has unearthed some wonderful im-
ages and the show promises to be excellent. The exhibition is 
once again generously supported by Charlie Wilmerding’s Al-
tus Partners and the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies. 

We have lined up a number of programs and trips for 
the summer. A highlight will be the Smith Vaughan lecture, 
which is given annually on a natural history subject. This year 
we are most fortunate to have James Prosek, author, artist and 
naturalist as our speaker. Mr. Prosek has recently authored a 
book entitled Eels: An Exploration of the World’s Most Amazing 
and Mysterious Fish. Also in July we will be making a trip to 
visit nearby Great Gull Island, home of the largest tern colony 
in the northern hemisphere and where the Museum of Natu-

From the President
ral History maintains a research station headed by scientist 
Helen Hayes. 

The Museum would not be what it is today without the 
support of many Fishers Islanders and I extend my thanks 
to all who have contributed to our endeavors. I also wish to 
thank all of the Museum Board members for their time and 
efforts on behalf of the Museum. Board members have given 
many hours of volunteer time ranging from event planning 
and assistance with collections, research and exhibits to finan-
cial advice and fundraising. 

We are looking forward to a busy and active summer kicked 
off by our opening party on Saturday, July 2nd. If you have 
not yet visited the Museum, you are missing an island treasure 
and we encourage you to do so soon. For those who stopped 
by last summer, plan to do so early and often in 2011! 

I look forward to seeing each and every one of you at the 
Museum!

  —Penni Sharp, President

 Great-horned owls on Rafferty osprey nest, April 10, 2011  Photo by Chip Riegel
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Join us for the opening reception on Saturday, July 2nd, 5-7 p.m. All welcome!

Exhibition sponsored by:

The Henry L. Ferguson Museum 2011 Annual Exhibition

The Houses of Fishers Island
Part Two: From the mid-1920s through WWII

I.W. Bonbright house (today Kuijpers), circa 1928.

Fishers Island Civic Association annual reports: 
All years prior to 1967.
Fishers Island Club membership lists: 
1926, 1928, 1930-1933, 1935-1975, 1977, 1978, 1981-1983, 1992, 
1999-2000, 2002, 2004-2011.
Fishers Island Corp. Rules and Regulations: 
All years.
Fishers Island Registers: 
All years except 1931, 1933 & 1934. 
Fishers Island Telephone Directories: 
1949-1960, and 1965-1966. All years prior to 1947, excepting 1938.
Fishers Island Yacht Club membership lists: 
1992, 1995-1998, 2002, 2009 & 2011. All years prior to 1987, 
excepting 1930 & 1931.
Hay Harbor Club membership directories: 
All years prior to 1988, excepting 1931-1934, 1937-1939 & 1988. 
Also wanted: misc. years 1989 to date. 

WANTED for the Museum’s Reference Files:

F.I. directories & membership lists are very useful for researching yesteryear’s residents, houses and boats.
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The Piping Plover
Two years ago, a bird not seen at Fishers Island for a number 

of years, returned. The bird was the Piping plover (Charadrius 
melodus), a federally threatened species in the Atlantic region. 
During the 1970s, the island supported a small colony of this 
species near Middle Farms; however, habitat change and other 
causes resulted in the disappearance of this bird from Fishers. 
Happily, a pair of piping plovers was noted at Fishers during 
2009 and 2010. In an effort to protect the pair, the Museum 
has put up signs alerting people to their presence.

The Piping plover is a small rather stocky shorebird that is 
white underneath and buff-to pale gray above. Adults have or-
ange legs, a black mark across the forehead and a near circle of 
black around the neck. The bird nests and feeds along coastal 
sand and gravel beaches and is well camouflaged, blending 
perfectly into the backdrop of sandy, gravelly beaches. The 
Piping plover is named for its clear bell-like call, a short “pipe” 
which is frequently heard before the bird is spotted. 

The Piping plover has been under pressure in this country 
over many years. First hunted for feathers, they were nearly 
wiped out at the turn of the century. The bird rebounded 
to a peak in population during the 1940’s. Recreation along 
beaches in addition to beachfront development resulted in a 
serious decline of Piping plover populations; however, Endan-
gered Species Act protection has proved beneficial to Piping 
plovers and the population is once again on the rise. Nonethe-
less, the population along the Atlantic coast is currently only 
about 2,000 pairs.

The Piping plover nests directly in the sand on the high part 
of a beach. Nests are thus vulnerable to recreational activities 
along a beach as well as unusually high tides. The nests are also 
easy pickings for predators such as raccoons, feral cats, and 
black-backed gulls. Plovers typically lay four eggs which hatch 
after about 25 days. The chicks are precocious and can move 
almost immediately after hatching. They are downy versions 

of the parents. Plovers feed upon small insects and crustaceans 
picked from sand and seaweed.

We are hoping that the Piping plover will return again in 
2011. The Museum asks for your patience and requests that 
you refrain from walking dogs at South Beach during the nest-
ing season which extends from March until early July. If you 
venture to the beach, please remain well below the tide line 
and leave no scraps of food behind as this may attract preda-
tors. We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

South Beach Protected Nesting Area, May 2011.   Photo by Pierce Rafferty

NATURE NOTES 
by Penni Sharp

Piping plover guarding its eggs in sand.  Photo by Bill Byrne/USFWS

Young piping plover.   Photo by US Fish & Wildlife Service
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2010 and early 2011 witnessed an increasing pace of contri-
butions of potential building lots to the Land Trust, to be held 
in their natural state in perpetuity.  

On October 21, 2010, Kate and Chris Milliken transferred 
FIDCO Lot 30-6 to the Museum. This property consists of a 
high knoll with direct frontage on the pond/wetland between 
the 7th and 8th greens of the Fishers Island Club golf course 
and, beyond, views of Latimer’s Reef and Stonington. The 
property abuts FIDCO lot 7-4, which was also donated by 
the Milliken family in 2009, and FIDCO Lot 3-1, which was 
purchased by the Museum with assistance from some 20 Is-
land residents at a below-market price from Kevin L. Perry in 
2009. Together, these lots constitute an important contiguous 
sanctuary area which consist of upland forest, kettle pond, and 
marshland/shallow pond habitats, all surrounded by a “bend” 
in the golf course.

On October 13, 2010,  Drusilla Drake van Hengel donated 
FIDCO lot 8-2, consisting of 1.21 acres immediately before 
the driveway to “Hill Watch” on the south side of the East End 
Road heading east. From this wooded hillside, which supports 
a variety of indigenous trees, one can look out over the sanctu-
ary properties described above, as well as East Harbor.

In the first few months of 2011, FIDCO lot 26-4 was do-
nated by Anne W. Williamson, Frederic E. Williamson, and 
Peter L. Williamson, in recognition of the many years Mrs. 
Jacqueline L. Williamson has supported conservation efforts 
on Fishers Island. This 2.52 acre parcel adjoins Lot 26-3, do-
nated some years ago by Sam and Ann Polk, and together these 
properties constitute an important stretch of undisturbed con-
servation land very close to the large sanctuary areas in the 
vicinity of Middle Farms Pond.

Also, in another example of the important collaboration be-

tween FIDCO and private individuals to preserve open space 
on the Island, Lisa Posey Krakowsky and Phillipe Krakowsky 
very recently donated to the Land Trust the former Moody/
Goulard “horse pasture” that is located to the left of the dirt 
road from the Guard House to Isabella Beach.  This property 
consisted of three FIDCO building lots— 41-10, 41-11, and 
41-12—with an area exceeding 4 acres. FIDCO reciprocated 
the generosity of the Krakowskys by donating Lot 43-7, with 
an area in excess of 2 acres, across the dirt road from the Kra-
kowsky parcels, so the natural character of the approach to 
Isabella Beach is now preserved forever.  Much of this property 
is fenced. The Museum and the Krakowskys plan to remove 
the fencing and to transform the former pasture into a native 
grassland habitat. Maintenance and work will be required to 
do this, and the Krakowskys were so kind as to donate to the 
Museum a substantial portion of the cost of Sarah Goulard’s 
pristine John Deere Tractor and mower to enable Land Trust 
volunteers to maintain the property as native grassland.

In focusing on these welcome and important additions 
to the Land Trust over the past year, it is also important to 
note that the Museum’s Land Trust now maintains well over 
300 acres of environmentally important land. The Museum 
has established and maintains an extensive network— several 
miles— of nature trails, so that the flora and fauna this habitat 
protects may be viewed and enjoyed by residents of and visi-
tors to the Island.  Scores of volunteers participate in efforts to 
maintain these trails, and last fall all were flagged at trail heads 
and at junctions with new blue and white markers bearing 
the Museum’s “Osprey” logo. New maps of the Land Trust 
properties, and guides to some of the trails, are available at the 
Museum building.

Henry L. Ferguson Museum Land Trust Report 2010/Spring 2011
by Bob Miller 

Former Moody/Goulard horse pasture donated by the Krakowskys to HLFM Land Trust.   Photo courtesy of Jim Reid



5

Great-horned owls on red-tailed hawk nest, Oyster Pond, April 8, 2011 Hank Golet

Great-horned owls, Rafferty nest, April 8, 2011 Hank Golet

Mother’s return, Rafferty nest, April 8, 2011  John Wilton

Ospreys in aerial skirmish,  John Ski nest, April 12, 2011 John Wilton

Nest building after dispute resolution, John Ski nest. John Ski
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The following article appeared in Wrack Lines, Vol. 9 Issue 1 
Spring/Summer 2009, and is reproduced with the kind permis-
sion of the author and the publisher, UConn’s Connecticut Sea 
Grant.

The annual harvest of seafood from the world’s oceans is 
currently between 80 and 90 million tons. During the past 60 
years, world landings have increased by nearly a factor of six, 
and aquaculture now accounts for nearly 30% of total global 
fish production.

Although the practice of maintaining edible aquatic organ-
isms under controlled or captive conditions is centuries old, 
aquaculture as an industry is relatively young and has grown 
extremely rapidly during the past 50 years. According to a Food 
and Agriculture Organization report in 2002, marine aquacul-
ture production has increased at an average rate of about 10% 
per year since 1970. Aquaculture now accounts for about 27% 
of total global fish production.

In 1959, while employed by the Massachusetts Division 
of Marine Fisheries, I became interested in the potential for 
aquaculture on the island of Martha’s Vineyard. Of particular 
interest were the Island’s salt Ponds, several of which had over 
the years produced commercial quantities of shellfish, i.e. soft 
clams, hard clams, bay scallops and oysters. My interest lay 
chiefly in oysters, but, according to the records and anecdotal 
information, oyster production from these ponds had been 
inconsistent from year to year, for reasons not clearly under-
stood.

During this time, I happened to visit my parents on Fishers 
Island, New York. My father kept a small aluminum skiff at 
the edge of a brackish water pond—Island Pond—and, in the 
process of hauling it from the water, I noticed a large number 
of juvenile oysters, or spat, attached to its bottom. A brief walk 
around the edge of the pond revealed a large population of 
oysters of varying sizes and year-classes, attached to the rocks.

I suggested to my father that Island Pond might be an ideal 
site to try culturing oysters on a commercial scale. He had re-
tired from his architecture firm and was excited to become in-
volved in a new project. He interested several friends on the Is-
land and was able to put together a small corporation—Ocean 
Pond Corporation—of which he initially was president.

Island Pond differs from the salt ponds on the south shore 
of Martha’s Vineyard in several important respects. These 
Vineyard ponds are essentially shallow depressions in what 
was a glacial outwash plain. They are relatively shallow, with 
a maximum depth of 15 feet, and are much larger in surface 
area, two exceeding 1,000 acres in size. These ponds have a 
sand-silt bottom that affords little surface area to which oyster 
larvae might attach. Island Pond, on the other hand, is rela-
tively deep, (maximum of about 23 feet), relatively small in 

surface area, (35 acres), and is surrounded for the most part 
by glacial till at the edge of the glacial moraine. It contains an 
abundance of rocks and the shells of dead and living oysters 
along its margins that provide an ideal surface for attraction 
of more oysters. The relative absence of such a substrate in the 
Vineyard ponds was perhaps a primary reason for poor oyster 
production. Ocean Pond Corporation was formed in 1962 ini-
tially for the purpose of producing marketable oysters for the 
half-shell market. 

However, an examination of the oyster population in Island 
Pond indicated that there was little chance of producing quan-
tities of mature oysters of half-shell quality from the pond. 
Because of the periodically low salinity of the pond water, the 
oysters usually had a bland taste, and their inner shells were 
apt to be riddled with mud blisters caused by the mudworm 
(Polydora websteri). Furthermore, the bottom sediment in deep 
water was too soft for oysters to thrive, and the firm ground 
in shallow water was not only limited in area but also infest-
ed with the predatory oyster drill (Urosalpinx cinerea). It was 
therefore decided to concentrate instead upon the production 
of seed oysters, which could be transplanted to other areas for 
growout and for which there was a strong demand in southern 
New England. For this purpose, the oysters would have to be 
cultured by off-bottom techniques that would minimize pre-
dation.

Initially, the raft culture system was employed. The rafts 
were constructed of Styrofoam logs surfaced with sheets of ply-
wood. Beginning in late May, plankton samples were collected 
by towing a fine-mesh net through the water. When sampling 
indicated that oyster spawning had begun, usually between 
June and July, 16-foot strings of bay scallop shells were sus-
pended from the rafts as cultch. During the first season of 
operation, a very satisfactory set of oysters was obtained, and 
within a few years, the number of rafts in use had risen to 150, 
capable of supporting nearly 100,000 shell strings. 

ONE MAN’S EXPERIENCE IN AQUACULTURE
by G.C. Matthiessen

Aerial photo of Island Pond and surrounding ponds, April 2001. Island Pond, also known 
as “Oyster Pond,” has a peninsula jutting into it with a small pond at center.  

Courtesy of NYS Office for Technology
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The strings were left suspended in the pond until the fol-
lowing spring. Shells bearing the juvenile oysters were then 
stripped off the wire strings and loaded aboard oyster boats 
at the Fishers Island dock, later to be spread on private beds 
in New York, Connecticut and Massachusetts. A single years’ 
harvest might exceed 100 million oyster seed.

During these early years, most of the seed was sold to large 
oyster companies in Long Island, New York, which were ex-
periencing a series of poor oyster sets. Later on, I joined Dick 
Nelson in ownership of the Cotuit Oyster Company on Cape 
Cod, and many of the seed oysters produced in Island Pond 
were planted in Cotuit Bay. Natural sets in Cotuit Bay were 
rare, but the quality of the mature oysters that grew there was 
exceptional. After the beds had been scraped clean of algae and 
predators, the seed oysters were spread over the bottom, where 
they remained until reaching marketable size. 

This operation continued for 12 years (1962-1973) but was 
temporarily discontinued after 1973 due to a number of fac-
tors, the primary one being uncertainty of oyster reproduc-
tion, i.e. erratic setting in the pond from year to year. 

Another factor was the inability to control setting intensity. 
Severe overcrowding of oyster spat on the shells, as frequently 
occurred, was discouraging to the buyers, since this could re-
sult in slow growth and high mortalities, and the survivors 
were often stunted and misshapen. Finally, by the 1970s, 

hatchery production of oysters had grown more reliable, of-
fering certain advantages such as choice of parent stock and 
control over setting intensity.

In 1977, the Corporation obtained a small sample of 
“cultchless” seed from Maine. These tiny oysters, spawned in 
a hatchery, had set on small particles of shell that had been 
ground down to a fine size. These seed, growing singly, for 
the most part, eventually resulted in well-shaped adults free 
of clusters and well suited for the half-shell market. The single 
oysters were much preferred over the wild oysters obtained 
from Oyster Pond and revived interest in oyster culture in 
New England.

The seed were placed in floating fly-screen trays moored in 
Island Pond in early summer. Every few days, the trays were 
flipped over and exposed to the air and sun in order to avoid 
fouling of the mesh. By the fall, the oysters had experienced 
little mortality, were over an inch in size, and were considered 
large enough to plant on the oyster beds of commercial grow-
ers. 

These results were sufficiently favorable to encourage ex-
pansion of the floating tray system, which eventually involved 
more than 500 trays. In the fall, when growth had ceased, the 
trays were removed from the water and brought ashore.

When the availability and/or quality of seed oysters from 
commercial hatcheries became inconsistent, the Corporation 
developed its own hatchery system as an emergency backup 
in 1979. The original hatchery consisted of a small wooden 
frame structure built at the edge of the pond and covered with 
clear fiberglass panels. It was large enough to accommodate 
ten large plastic containers which served as larval tanks. Pond 
water was supplied to the hatchery through a garden hose con-
nected to a small electrical pump. The entire structure was 
disassembled each fall to avoid wind damage during winter.

When the pond temperature in late spring rises to about 
21oC, the majority of the oysters in the pond are ready to 
spawn. In 1980, ripe oysters were collected from submerged 
rocks and placed on black plastic in shallow dishes which were 
exposed to the sun, causing the temperature in the dishes to 

Harvesting Ocean Pond Corporation oysters, 1966 Museum Collection

Ocean Pond Corp. rafts on Island Pond, 10/15/72
Note strings of scallop shells in foreground Museum Collection
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rise to about 30oC. The oysters were then stimulated to spawn 
by macerating one of the ripe oysters in a Waring blender and 
adding a sperm or egg suspension to the dishes. The eggs ob-
tained from the spawners were mixed in a bucket with a small 
quantity of sperm and transferred to the larval containers. 

Algal food for the larvae was obtained by fertilizing a series 
of 100 gallon outdoor tanks with nutrient-rich water pumped 
from the bottom of the pond. Phytoplankton blooms, con-
sisting primarily of microflagellates and small diatoms, would 
usually occur in the tanks within a few days and supply the 
food for the larvae. Most of the larvae would attain setting size 
10 days or so after fertilization. 

When the larvae were ready to set, they were transferred to 
shallow trays with fine mesh bottoms in which tiny particles 
of dolomite or ground oyster or bay scallop shells had been 
spread as cultch. These buoyant trays were then placed in the 
pond in shallow water. After two to three days, the shell par-
ticles with spat attached were transferred to the standard fly-
screen trays described earlier.

This was a primitive culture system, justified only by its sim-
plicity and minimal expense. Production depended to a large 
extent upon weather conditions. Extended periods of cold and 
cloudy weather limited the algal food supply by delaying the 
development of the pond’s nutrient-rich bottom layer, which 
depended upon thermal stratification. Poor weather also dis-
couraged algal blooms in the outdoor tanks and slowed the 
development of the larvae. Nonetheless, barring unfavorable 
weather, this system proved to be a valuable supplement to the 
numbers of seed oysters obtained from other hatcheries. In 
some seasons, it was the only source of supply.

During the 1980’s, the culture system at Island Pond un-
derwent a series of changes. The use of floating wooden trays 
for growout was eventually abandoned in favor of pearl nets, 
which required little maintenance and avoided the need to 
transfer the slow-growing oysters to submerged trays in the fall 
because of storms and ice. By shifting to pearl nets, that pro-
cedure was eliminated, since the nets, suspended from buoyed 

long lines, could be positioned beneath the surface. The only 
drawback, and the one affecting all suspension culture systems, 
is that the nets can be subjected to intensive fouling. Fouling 
was controlled by air-drying the nets on warm sunny days or 
by power washing.

Procedures for algal food culture for the larvae also under-
went a series of changes. The floor space inside the hatchery 
facility was enlarged and the walls insulated. Algal cultures—
small diatoms and flagellates—were obtained from regional 
laboratories and used to inoculate larger containers—plastic 
carboys and fiberglass tubes. These were held under florescent 
lights and aerated inside the hatchery. The algae cultures pro-
vided the food for the larvae that were held in 100 gallon coni-
cal fiberglass tanks. As the larvae developed to setting size, they 
were transferred from the conicals and placed in shallow trays 
with fine-mesh screening. These trays were held in rectangu-
lar tanks filled with preheated seawater. Finely ground oyster 
shell was spread thinly over the bottom of the setting trays. 
The newly set larvae were held in this system for 7-10 days, 
by which time they were usually large enough to be moved 
outdoors.

When setting was completed and many of the oysters had 
reached 0.5mm in size, they were transferred to silos held in 
outdoor tanks into which pond water was pumped continu-
ously. 

Twice each week, the oysters were sieved through a series of 
screens. Those retained in the 1.0 mm sieve were transferred 
to floating fine mesh screens in the pond. Within 2 weeks of 
spawning, setting usually was completed, and, after 3-4 weeks, 
all the juveniles were transferred to an outdoor upwelling sys-
tem.

An alternative system also used involved upwellers. This 
consisted of placing the juvenile oysters into a series of silos 
held in outdoor tanks into which pond water was pumped 
continuously. 

In this type of system, the water flowed upward through 
the bottom of the silos and then returned to the pond. The 

Pearl nets being air-dried to reduce fouling, 2003 Courtesy of F.I. Oyster Farm, Inc.

A tray of juvenile oysters, 2000 Courtesy of F.I. Oyster Farm, Inc.
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Oyster Farm employees power washing shellfish to control fouling, circa 2003  
Courtesy of F.I. Oyster Farm, Inc.

juvenile oysters subsisted upon whatever planktonic food was 
available in the pond water.

During the mid-1980’s, the advantages of producing and 
selling oysters that had been grown in the pond for two grow-
ing seasons rather than just one were explored. The primary 
objective was to determine the technical and economic feasi-
bility of suspension culture on a commercial scale. Off-bot-
tom culture of shellfish assures a higher rate of survival than 
the on-bottom methods, which often incur heavy losses from 
predation and/or siltation.

For purposes of culturing the oysters in the pond for a sec-
ond season, 5-tier lantern nets with 12 mm mesh were uti-
lized for the growth experiments, using one-year old oysters. 
By the end of the growing season, these oysters had roughly 
doubled in size with respect to growth of shell. However, none 
had reached a minimum acceptable marketable size of three 
inches. Furthermore, the tendency of many of the oysters to 
grow into the meshes of the net, combined with fouling of the 
nets by algae, tunicates, and other marine organisms, includ-
ing wild oysters, required continual maintenance and added 
significantly to the overall cost of the operation. Moreover, 
many of the oysters were heavily infested with Polydora, which 
reduced their marketability.

In 1985, Ocean Pond Corporation abandoned the use of 
wild pond oysters as brood stock and concentrated upon breed-
ing a strain of oysters obtained from Rutgers University. This 

particular strain of oysters proved to be distinctly superior to 
the native pond oysters in terms not only of disease resistance 
but also of growth rate. A significant percentage of each year’s 
production has reached market size at only 18 months of age.

Production in Island Pond is vulnerable to two natural phe-
nomenon; hurricanes and disease. Since changing the culture 
gear from surface trays to nets suspended from long lines, 
the chances of more damage from violent storms is much re-
duced. 

The possibility of disease is more insidious. Island Pond is 
characterized by high summer water temperatures and a salin-
ity range favorable to both Haplosporidium nelsoni and Perk-
insus marinus. Fortunately, the occurrence of these pathogens 
has been rare.

During the 30 years or so that I worked at Island Pond, I 
met, and hired, a good many people interested in working 
—full or part time—for Ocean Pond Corporation. Several 
of the employees left the company after a few years to start 
their own oyster companies, all of which have been successful: 
Joth Davis on Bainbridge Island, Washington; Bob Rheault at 
Point Judith, Rhode Island; Seth Garfield on Cuttyhunk Is-
land, Massachusetts; and Steve Malinowski on Fishers Island, 
New York. Steve Malinowski, who assisted Ocean Pond Cor-
poration in many ways, acquired the company after I retired, 
and the company now goes under the name of Fishers Island 
Oyster Farm.

About the author: G.C. Matthiessen is a marine biologist and previ-
ous owner of the Ocean Pond Corporation, Fishers Island, New York. 
He served as President of Marine Research, Inc., a consulting firm in 
Falmouth, Mass., and as Chairman of the Board of Directors of The 
Sounds Conservancy. He also served for many decades as a Trustee of the 
H.L. Ferguson Museum, Fishers Island, New York. Now retired, he lives 
in Sanibel, Florida. 

Steve Malinowski holding lantern net at Fishers Island Oyster Farm, circa 2003  
Courtesy of F.I. Oyster Farm, Inc.
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Chubb Group of Insurance 

Companies
Rick & Alicia Cleary
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin C. Coleman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Coleman
John Colgate, III
Amy Fine & Bradley J. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Atwater Collins, III
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Collins
Commercial Construction Group
Claire Woolston Commons & 

Matthew Commons
George & Leslie Conant
David & Margot Congdon
Barbara & David Cook
Bard & Liz Cook
Elizabeth H. Cook
Harold & Jan Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Coolidge
John & Laura Fitzgerald Cooper
RoAnn Costin & Jim Bailey
Mrs. Joan W. Cox
Ted & Jean Crane
Dianne G. Crary
Jane Crary
Susan & Ace Crary
Ellie & Tom Crosby
Mary Cuthbert & Rick Waters

Stewart & Anne Cutler
Cypherd Family
Carlene & Ian Damon
Norton & Wesley Davidson
Mrs. Peter Derderian
Ava Diaz-Saavedra
Tom & Carol Doherty
Mr. & Mrs. L.F. Boker Doyle
Linda & Richard Duggan
Reynolds duPont, Jr.
Thomas L. & Ruth duPont
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Duryea
Cindy & Andy Dwyer
Ederic Foundation
Edith Edson
Chris & Trudi Edwards
Deborah L. Edwards
Jeff, Catherine & Benjamin 

Edwards
JR Edwards & Bronya Shillo
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth L. Edwards
Laura M. Edwards
Priscilla & Whitney Ellsworth
Roberta C. Elwell
Sandy & George Esser
Robert W. Feagles
Ann & Alfred Ferguson
Charlie Ferguson
Harry & Susie Ferguson
Sally Ferguson
Chris & Laurie Finan
John D. Firestone
Rossie & Sandy Fisher
Henry H. Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Bertram B. Fisher
Bertram B. Fisher & Associates
Fishers Island Oyster Farm
William & Diana Fiske
Mr. & Mrs. Christie Flanagan
Klaus & Denise Fohlmeister
Lynn A. Foster
Luke & Rhonda Fowler
Mark & Marni Franklin
Tink Friedrichs
Mr. & Mrs. Gunther Fritze
Ronald Furse
William R. Furse
Andrew & Kendal Gaillard
Happy Gaillard
Heidi & Peter Gaillard

Tom & Peg Gaillard
William & Katharine Gaillard
Prue Gary
John Gaston, Jr.
John & Annkatrine Gates
Mark & Louise Gaumond
Bob & Jane Geniesse
Jan & Tom Geniesse
John & Jeanine Glendon 
Daniel & Sally Gordon
Sarah Gordon
Mrs. Barbara M. Gorham
Mrs. Edward C. Goss
John C. Goss family
Michele & Richard Goss
Porter & Mariel Goss
Kevin Grant & Valarie Kinkade
Harry & Nancy Gruner
Hewitt & Marilu Hafer
Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Hall
Stephanie & James Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hamilton
Helen & Jim Hamilton
Michael & Patsy Hanson
Ashley & Teddy Harrington
George S. Harrington
Judge & Mrs. Alexander Harvey 

II
Ellen Harvey & Tad Sperry
Grace Harvey 
Jane Harvey & Charles Curtis
Janet & Dixon Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D.H. Harvey
Sue & Bob Hellier 
Edward & Wendy Henderson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. 

Henderson 
Hennessy family
Nancy Hickey
Kenneth & Mary Hill
Mr. & Mrs. C. Clarkson Hine
Elizabeth L. Hobson
Helen & Bob Hobson
Larry & Mary Horn
Martha Horning & David Silber
Mr. & Mrs. Winchester 

Hotchkiss, Sr.
Peggy Fox Houghton & Arthur 

Houghton
Nora Howard

The Board of Trustees would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all who gave as 
“Friends of the Museum,” to the Land Trust, or “in memoriam” during 2010. We are 

grateful to each and every one of you!
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Kenny & Nat Howe
Martin & Suzanne Huguley
Stephen & Julia Hulslander
Rossie & Randy Hutcheson
Mr. & Mrs. John N. Irwin III
Island Gardeners
Katharine & Matthew Jackson
Susan Jeffries
Betty Edwards Johnson
David & Jackie Johnson
Christie Nelson Karoscik
Mr. & Mrs. John & Pam Kean
Thomas Kean – Kean 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. W. Boulton Kelly
Catherine & Dick Kennedy
Sheila R. Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Kernan, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Barron U. Kidd
Jody & Robert King
Margaret & Henry King
Mary S. King
Philippe & Lisa Posey Krakowsky
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Krag
Arthur & Rolfien Kuijpers
Jane & Lewis Lamb
George R. Laughlin
Michael L. Laughlin
Susan & Peter Lawrence
Kelsey Leachman
Marie Doyen Lester
Mary F. Leyland
Peter & Lyn Lord
Audrey Noyes Ludemann
Cecil & Linda Lyon
Natalie & Frank Lyon
Bob & Bobsie Macleod
Ed & Marcie Madden
Sarah & Steve Malinowski
Jane & Rob Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. G.C. Matthiessen
David & Abby McCall
Elizabeth F. McCance
Mr. & Mrs. Henry F. McCance
Tom McCance, Jr. & Serita 

Winthrop
McCance Foundation Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McElwreath
Steve & Diane McGeeney
John F. McGillian
Dr. & Mrs. Hunter McGuire, Jr.
Hilary & Alex McKown
Lindsay & Stuart McLean
Terry & Harriet McNamara
John Mettler
Arabella C. Meyer
Bob & Margot Meyer
Don & Vi Meyer

Mary K. Meyer
Charlie & Trudy Meyers
Dwight F. Miller
Elizabeth & Richard Miller
Bob & Adrienne Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Miller
Christopher & Nancy Milliken
Isaleen Sinclair Montgomery
Barbara Heath Morrison
Gigi & Gordon Murphy
Mary P. Murphy
Rosita & Grayson Murphy
Linda & Bill Musser
Philip & Heather Musser
Drs. Sarah & Phillip Neusius
New London Landmarks
A.B. & J. Noyes Foundation
J. H. Ogden, Jr.
Tom & Wendy O’Neil
Mollie & Henry Osborn
Bruce Oswald
Mary Pankiewicz
Ellen & Harry Parker
Andrew & Elizabeth Parkinson
Kathy & Ged Parsons
Harris & Elsie Parsons
Harris & Liz Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. J. Lester Parsons
Jennifer & Josh Parsons
Susie & Bobby Parsons
Reyn & Emily Parsons
Anne H. Patterson
Arthur & Louise Patterson
Robert & Jane Patterson
Tim & Sharon Patterson
Philip F.W. Peck, Jr.
Mary Jean Pelham
Mr. & Mrs. B. Joseph Pendergast
Todd Pezzolesi
Pfizer Foundation
Louisa Preston
Madge Rosenberg
Prish Pierce & Marc Rubenstein
Russell Planitzer & Barrie Fiske
Sam & Anne Polk
Suzanne C. Pollard
Cathy & Mike Posey
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Porter
Mrs. R. I. Purnell
Marguerite W. Purnell
John & Rosanne Purtill
Brian Rafferty
Pierce & Vicki Rafferty
Sara & Chris Rafferty
Walter G. Rafferty Family
Ru & Sheila Rauch
Bill & Lisa Reed
Helen Scott Reed

Bagley & Kathleen Reid
Bagley Reid
Kate & Scott Reid
Ang & Susie Renna
Charlie & Suzie Rentschler
Carol & Bill Ridgway
Amanda & Dicky Riegel
Debbie & Sandy Riegel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Riegel, Jr. 
Robert Righter
Cynthia & Ed Riley
Michael Roberts & Susan Young
Mary & Don Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brooks 

Robinson
Patricia R. Roche 
Peter & Sue Rogan
Theodore O. Rogers, Jr.
Chris & Roddy Roosevelt
Edward & Carolyn Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence P. Rubinow
Meredith & Peter Rugg
Jennifer Russell
Win & Mary Rutherford
Nina & Christopher Sanger
Jennifer & Penn Sanger
John J. Scanlon
Joe & Annie Schlafly
Nina Schmid
Ron & Gail Schongar
Marianne & Steve Schongar
Suzanne Cameron Schutz
Daphne & Peter Schwab
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Scoville
Penni & Greg Sharp
Gregory & Deborah Shillo
Tom Siebens & Mimi Parsons
Scudder & Susie Sinclair
Mary & John Ski
Janet Marie Smith & Bart 

Harvey
Margaret & Glenn Solomon
Sooner Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. J. Maxwell Soper
Willard & Karen Soper
Janio & Eliana Spinola
Amory & Peter Spizzirri
John & Melie Spofford
Nick & Martha Spofford
Peter & Janet Stanley
Janice & Peter Steil
Lorna & Bill Stengel
Dr. & Mrs. Peter H. Strife
Alexandra & Benjamin Strong
Mary L. Strunk
Ann & David Strupp
Ms. Katharine Sturgis
Mrs. Peter M. Sturtevant

Lenore Swenson
Lori & Todd Swenson
Bruce Talbot
Toby & Jennie Talbot
John Talbott
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. 

Tamoney
Melissa & Thor Thors
Virginia & Thor Thors
Paul & Leslie Tombari
Martha Torrance 
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Tremaine III
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Sarah C. Tremaine
Genie & John Trevor
Billie Tsien & Tod Williams
Toddy & Thomas Turrentine
Margie & Bill Ughetta
Sarah & Peter Upson
Hiram Upson
Warren van Deventer
Maarten & Claudia van Hengel
Helene van Oosten
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Vartanian
Gary & Pam Vollinger
Fred & Sally Wakeman
James M. Wall
Robert & Brigitte Wall
Steve & Mary Walter
Deb Walters
Margaret & Robert Warden
Susanna B. Weld 
Katherine & Eric Welles
Ellen & Bobby White
Wilderness Point Foundation
Peter L. Williamson
Charlie & Anne Wilmerding
Mr. & Mrs. David R. 

Wilmerding, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Harold P. 

Wilmerding
John & Libby Winthrop
Paul & Sheldon Withers
Bonnie G. Wittner
Alex Wolf
Sally & Joe Woolston
Simeon & Currie Wooten
Mary Denny Wray
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton R. Wyckoff, 

III
Elizabeth Yerkes
Sam & Lizora Yonce
Z & S Contracting, Inc.

Please excuse any inadvertent 
misspellings or omissions.
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In early February 2011, an e-mail was sent to the Museum 
by a man in Montana with a request for information about his 
father. He wrote: “My name is Jim Carpenter. My father was 
Lt. Cmd. Owen Carpenter (USNR). He served during World 
War II at Fishers Island. According to his ‘Notice of Separa-
tion’ (Dec. 1945), he was ‘CO’ of the installation or a portion 
of the installation during his last assignment of the war. My 
father died when I was quite young so I know nothing about 
his military service. I was hoping you could ‘fill in some gaps’ 
for me . . . both about Fishers Island and, more hopefully, 
about anything that can be traced to my father.” 

I called Jim Carpenter back and informed him that it was 
likely that his father was based at the Navy Training School 
that occupied the Fishers Island Club’s clubhouse (on a lease 
basis) during World War II. I told him that almost nothing 
was known about the activities of the Navy Training School 
except that it was vaguely listed in some papers as a “com-

munication center.” Jim mentioned that his late mother had 
referred to her husband as having worked on sonar. That im-
mediately piqued my interest and I subsequently e-mailed him 
a vintage photo of the original “Big Club” to see if that impos-
ing structure showed up in any of his father’s pictures from 
World War II.

Several days later, Jim e-mailed me back an extraordinary 
picture of a large barge with military personnel and coiled 
cables on deck and the Big Club featured prominently in the 
background (see photo below). He also sent an image of a 
strange device being lowered into the water near a shoreline 
that appeared to be Fishers Island (see below). When I received 
the pictures, I forwarded them to Bob Wall at the F.I. Utility 
Company—who shares an interest in such matters—to see if 
he had a clue as to what we were looking at. Bob did some 
online research and discovered a site that was dedicated to the 
very device that was pictured: an “anti-submarine detection” 

Island History: A World War II Mystery Solved
by Pierce Rafferty

Barge with US Navy “Herald” equipment and cables off coast of Fishers Island, NY, during World War II. “The original “Big Club” clubhouse is prominent in background.
 Courtesy of Jim Carpenter
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device known as an “Asdic” in the Royal Navy, or as a “Her-
ald” in the US Navy. The creator of the website, Dr. Richard 
Walding, a research fellow at the School of Science, Griffith 
University, Australia, described the function of the “Herald” 
device (see photo at right) thusly: 

“The Harbour Defence Asdic [HDA] is a special sea-bed 
mounted form of the ship-borne Asdic (now known as sonar). 
It was developed by the Royal Navy towards the end of WW1 
and first used in 1939. The US had access to this technology 
and called their HDA a “Herald”—harbor echo ranging and 
listening device. As with modern sonar, an oscillator (set in 
‘transmit’ mode) sends out a short pulse of sound at about 15 
kHz (a ‘ping’) which would reflect off any large object in its 
beam. The resulting echo could be detected by the underwa-
ter oscillator (in ‘receive’ mode). The pattern of echoes could 
indicate position and speed of a ship.” Quote from web page 
of Dr. Richard Walding, Griffith University, Australia:  
indicatorloops.com/hda.htm 

This story could not have a happier ending. In the course 
of a few short weeks, Mr. Carpenter had confirmed that his 
father’s service during World War II on Fishers Island had re-
lated to experimental sea-floor sonar; those interested in Fish-
ers Island’s history had determined a significant part of what 
the Navy was doing at the Big Club during the World War 
II; and Dr. Walding had received permission to post up a rare 
photo of a “Herald” being deployed into water on his infor-
mative webpage. 

“Herald” being lowered into water during World War II. Courtesy of Jim Carpenter

Additions to the Museum’s Collection in 2010 

Albert, Righter & Tittmann. 1 copy of book: “New Classic 
American Houses: The Architecture of Albert, Righter & 
Tittmann.”
Andrew & Jane Ahrens. 2 large metal fish hooks, 1 metal meat 
hook, & 2 pieces of wooden harness. 
Anonymous. 1 color photo of Our Lady of Grace Church. 
Tom Armstrong. 1 F.I. pennant, circa 1930s, & 1 framed 
Munnatawket Hotel brochure, circa 1920. 
Mr. & Mrs. James Baker. Collection of original F.I. Clippings. 
Richard S. Baker. 6 photos of F.I. Boy Scout jamboree, 1 
photo of Middle Farms ice house, 1950s, & 1 framed photo of 
donor at field trial, circa 1941. 1 black duck decoy (cork) made 
by donor circa 1954 & 2 U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
maps of F.I., 1882. 
Rutgers Barclay. 6 photo copy prints of the F.I. Club’s 
Bathhouse on Chocomount Beach during period of conversion 
to residence, circa 1947. 
Paul Bates. 1 original photo of rumrunner Barbara aground on 
F.I., March 1925. 
Mrs. W. M. Bristol. Digital copy prints of 20 snapshots of 
fishing trip off Block Island, RI, in July 1958. 
Elbert & Doris Burr. Assorted pieces of china from 

Mononotto Inn, F.I., NY, circa 1910s. 
Peg Campbell. 9 snapshots of the Randolph Williams fam-
ily on F.I., NY, circa 1910s. 1 B/W photo of houses west of 
entrance to West Harbor. 
Harold Cook. WW II “War Ration Book No. 3” for Harold 
E. Cook, Jr. 
Dianne G. Crary. 2 tee-shirts: FIYC Round Island Race– 
2006, and Maxwell & Kinsolving’s Campaign for the 2008 
Olympic Games. 
Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center. 2 mounted birds: Male 
ring-necked pheasant and Male Drake wood duck.
Diane Dawson Dexter. Misc. F.I. photos, including 9 
snapshots of Hurricane Carol damage, 1954, 3 photos of 
today’s Dawson house, circa 1920s & 1930s, 1 snapshot of 
Munnatawket Hotel dock, circa 1910s, 1 photo of SS Block 
Island at the Lyles Beach dock, circa 1887, 1 photo of houses 
on Scrappy Hill, circa 1910, and 1 note card signed by Alma 
Zimbalist.
Tom & Dan Doyen for the Doyen family. 1 patch for Fishers 
Island Rod & Gun Club.
Mrs. Louise G. Doyen. 33 back issues of the F.I. Gazette mag-
azine (misc. issues 1992 to 2002).
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Judy Edwards. 2 original watercolors by Edwin H. Horning, 
Jr., of birds.
Ken Edwards.  Misc. Recreation Path drawing plans.
1 brick manufactured by A.C. Griffing of Long Island, NY.
Bill Faulkner. 2 copies of booklet “Prize List Fifth Annual 
Fishers Island Horse Show, August 29, 1931” & 1 copy cata-
logue “Fifth Annual Fishers Island Horse Show.” [1939].
Charles B. Ferguson. Collection of National Guard & Coast 
Artillery buttons, medals, and collar insignia from circa 1900 to 
1920s (50 objects). Collection of approximately 600 F.I.-related 
photographs documenting Ferguson family members, houses, 
boats, boat races, field trials, HLFM activities, & archaeologi-
cal digs (late 1890s to 1990s). Untitled oil painting (landscape) 
by Charles Henry Richert. Untitled portrait of C. B. Ferguson 
by unidentified art student, circa 1970s. Misc. ephemera, clip-
pings, magazines & brochures relating to F.I. 
Happy Gaillard. Photo album with FIOD snapshots taken at 
reunion of fleet on F.I.
Dick Grebe. 1 metal label for 12-inch gun ammunition case.
Harry & Susie Ferguson. Mansion House Hotel objects and 
ephemera, circa 1930s, including 1 metal “bell boy” pin, 1 
hand-held kerosene lantern, 1 room marker, 1 bar soap, 1 
batch skeleton keys & 1 advertising match book. Also 2 mega-
phones promoting Eddie Wittstein’s orchestra, circa 1930s, 
2 F.I. matchbooks, 7 F.I. Farms gummed shipping labels, 1 
F.I. cookbook, pub. by Union Chapel, 1917, 2 letters from 
Fay Fox to “Jennie” Bartlett, circa 1880, 2 printed announce-
ments regarding Island Services, circa 1981, 1 “Utility Notes” 
handout June 1977, misc. original newspaper articles cover-
ing 1938 Hurricane, & 1 metal piece of wrecked rumrunner 
Thelma Phoebe, 1 brick fragment from Mansion House. circa 
1910s,  tag for F.I. Club locker, 2 notes on H.C. Frick Coke 
Co. stationery to Walton Ferguson, 1886. Booklet: “The Jekyl 
Island Club,” published 1886. Map issued by H.C. Frick Coke 
Co., 1882. Copy of specifications for “Plumbing Work on the 
Munnatauket (sic), Fishers Island, NY,” undated. 
F.I. Gazette. 140 photographs by Charles Morgan, 1970s 
&1980s, & 4 back issues of the F.I. Gazette, 2008 & 2009.
F.I. Library. 2 books: “The Fergussons by Sir James Fergusson 
of Kilkerran. Johnston’s Clan Histories, 1973  edition & “In 
memory of Dea[con] John Phillip Hoffort,” 1907.
F.I. Yacht Club. 1 painted wooden sign for F.I. Yacht Club. 
Date unknown.
Fred P. Gromadzki. US flag (linen) with 44 stars (July 10, 
1890 to July 4, 1896), attributed to W.S. Fulton family.
James Hall. F.I. brick with unusual placement of “FI” lettering.
Lucinda Herrick. Misc. business correspondence (approx. 200 
pages) to and from F.I. Club and F.I. Corp. managers, directors 
and employees dating from 1926-1937. Misc. F.I. Club ephem-
era, including: F.I. Club golf score card, circa 1935, F.I. Club 
tournament schedules and shooting club announcement, 1935.
Arthur Houghton. Untitled watercolor painting by Ellen 
Houghton of Houghton House on Money Pond, circa 1950s.
Nora Oakes Howard. Elinor R. Oakes’ golf pull cart & purse 
with slots for golf tees, circa 1960s.
Mrs. H. Catherine Ladd. Collection of booklets, brochures 

& ephemera relating to F.I., including original copy of Torreya 
magazine with article by Charles Hanmer “Plants of Fishers 
Island,” May-June 1940 issue. 1 photo FI School Orchestra, 
1949.
Jean Leuchtenburg. Five photographs (color prints) taken at 
Hay Harbor Club centennial celebration, summer of 2009.
Josh and Tamara Leuchtenburg. Wrought iron treasure chest 
with key, likely German in origin, mid 17th century. From 
collection of Tamara Leuchtenburg’s father, Dr. Wilbur James 
(Jim) Gould. 
Dr. Ralph Lewis. DVDs & printed maps documenting LIS 
bathymetry & geological survey data.
Noank Historical Society. 2 F.I. bricks from chimney of 
Latham Chester Store, Noank, CT.
Mr. and Mrs. James O’Keefe. Spiral bound facsimile of 
“Hardy & Goubert Architects” 1938 book. Includes 3 pages of 
photos of George E. Hardy summer residence on F.I.
Tim Patterson. 1 Ducks Unlimited ceramic ashtray.
Mrs. James Peishoff. Copy print of photograph of houses near 
West Harbor, circa 1890s & 1 copy of 1897 promotional bro-
chure.
Mary Jean Pelham. 56 F.I. photos, including aerials, school 
scenes & island houses, 1 book, 1 souvenir plate & 17 Fishers 
Island postcards, cropped.
Pierce and Vicki Rafferty. 133 original prints and nega-
tives, taken by F.I. photographer Laurence Goodell, primarily 
between 1900 and 1916 (part of Goodell Collection). Six 4x5 
negatives from NARA of F.I. Navigation Co. dock in N.L., 
circa 1910s. Misc. F.I.-related periodicals, magazines & ephem-
era.
Susan Rand. Rusted pocket pistol found buried on Fishers 
Island, NY.
Kandi duP. Sanger. Wooden hanger with lettering advertising 
the Mansion House Hotel, Fishers Island, NY, circa 1930s.
Elizabeth Savage. String-bound stationery box with four pieces 
of folded “Mansion House and Cottages” stationery, circa 
1930s.
Mrs. Alexandra Schlesinger. Untitled oil painting by Lily 
Emmet Cushing (1909-1969). Signed and dated lower right: 
“Lily Cushing [19]48.” Subject: Club Beach, F.I., NY.
Sam Stout. Clippings and articles about F.I.
James Wall. 5 F.I. Telephone Directories, 1940s-1960s, several. 
letters from G.H. Bartlett (G.H.B.) to his wife (late 1870s 
& 1880s), F.I. Steamboat Limited stationery, 1888, F.I. bro-
chure, circa 1930s, one watercolor of Anchorage Cottage, by 
W.B.S. [Winifred Bartlett Stockbridge], 1 invitation to wed-
ding of Walton Ferguson, Jr. and Emily Frances Carstairs on 
4/22/1895, 1 bill from E.M. & W. Ferguson to G.H.B for 
building supplies, 5/1/1893, one Bartlett Cottage promo-
tional flyer, circa 1890s, 4 F.I. postcards, & 1 snapshot Bartlett 
Cottages.
Serita Winthrop. 1st edition of H.L. Ferguson’s “Fishers 
Island, N.Y. 1614-1925” with hand-written note on endpapers 
from author to Mr. Frederic Winthrop & attached “thank you” 
letter from author to same.
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Fred the Fish. Fred lives in a beautiful clear stream, but is 
eager to travel. What Fred finds may surprise you! A popular 
“hands-on” program that’s a tad messy, but features a surprise 
ending, A Children’s Museum of Southeastern Connecticut 
(CMSC) family program for ages 4 to 10 years. Thursday 
July 7th from 2 to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Suggested 
donation $5. 

Tracking Threatened Marine Life in New England Waters. 
Learn about some of the rarest marine life living in the waters 
of southern New England, ranging from sharks and whales 
to fish, crabs and seabirds. Todd McLeish, author of “Bask-
ing with Humpbacks,” will discuss the natural history of these 
threatened species and share his adventures working with the 
biologists who are studying them. Sunday July 10th. 4 p.m. 
Location: Union Chapel. 

Extremely Exciting Insects. An outdoor program during 
which students locate insects in their natural habitat and then 
identify and view them in magnifying bug boxes. Collection 
specimens showcase insects and their body parts, while songs 
and posters reinforce these concepts. A CMSC program for 
ages 4 and up. Wednesday, July 13th from 2 to 3 p.m. Lo-
cation: the Museum. Program limited to 20 people. Advance 
registration required. Suggested donation $5. 

Peek into a Pond. Get mucky as we discover what creatures 
are living in our ponds. We’ll have nets and buckets so you can 
take your best shot at catching frogs, tadpoles, fish, insects and 
more! A Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center (DPNC) family 
program for ages 5 and up. Thurs. July 14th from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Location: the Museum. Suggested donation $5. 

High Class Fowl: The History of Fishers Island’s World Fa-
mous Game Bird & Poultry Farm. Museum Director Pierce 
Rafferty will take you on an historical tour of Fishers Island’s 
all-but forgotten game bird and poultry farm while explaining 
how in the 1890s and early 1900s our Island was arguably 
better known around the world as a source for high-class fowl 
than as a resort for high-class people. Sunday, July 17th. 4 
p.m. Location: Union Chapel. 

Come Meet Live Birds of Prey. Children’s Program. Staff 
from the DPNC will introduce us to a live kestrel and other 
birds of prey while teaching us about the unique adaptations 
of these raptors. A family program for ages 5 and up. Wednes-

day, July 20th from 2 to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Sug-
gested donation $5. 

A Trip to Great Gull Island’s Tern Research Center Join 
us for a trip to neighboring Great Gull Island which has the 
largest nesting concentrations of Common and Roseate Terns 
in the western hemisphere. We will visit the Research Station 
that is led by ornithologist Helen Hayes under the auspices 
of The American Museum of Natural History in New York 
City. Thursday, July 21st. Departure: 10 a.m. from the Mo-
bil Dock on the commuter ferry “Popeye”. Return: 2 p.m. to 
Mobil dock. PRICE: $50 per person ($40 for HLFM mem-
bers). NOTE: LIMIT OF 17 PASSENGERS. Advance reg-
istration required. Contact the Museum by phone: 631-788-
7239, or in person for reservation.

(continued on next page)

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of The Henry L. Ferguson Museum is the collection, 

preservation and exhibition of items of Pre-History, History and Natural 
History of Fishers Island and, through its Land Trust, the preservation in 

perpetuity of undeveloped property in its natural state. It is organized for the 
education and enjoyment of the Island’s community and visitors and for the 

protection of habitat for the Island’s flora and fauna. 

Museum Speakers and Programs 2011

Common tern (Sterna hirundo) Photo by Kirk Rogers/USFWS

Roseate tern (Sterna dougallii) Photo by Kirk Rogers/USFWS
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(631) 788-7239 • P.O. Box 554 Fishers Island, NY 06390 
fimuseum@fishersisland.net • www.fergusonmuseum.org

Board of Trustees
Penelope C. Sharp, President
Elizabeth H. Cook, Vice President
Bagley Reid, Vice President
Robert J. Miller, Vice President–Land Trust
John S.W. Spofford, Treasurer
Harry L. Ferguson III, Secretary
Charles B. Ferguson, President Emeritus

Barry R. Bryan
Heather F. Burnham
Alicia Hesse Cleary
Jeffrey Edwards
Kenneth L. Edwards
Sarah Gordon

Allison Goss
Jean Leuchtenburg
Audrey N. Ludemann
Steve Malinowski
Elizabeth McCance
Charles Meyers
Wendy O’Neil
Thomas Parker
Lisa Reed
Scott Reid
Virginia Thors

Staff
Pierce Rafferty, 
Museum Director

The Henry L. Ferguson Museum

Eels: The World’s Most Amazing and Mysterious Fish. 
Peabody Award winner, artist, activist and author Mr. James 
Prosek will speak about his recent book: “Eels: An Explora-
tion, from New Zealand to the Sargasso, of the World’s Most 
Amazing and Mysterious Fish. Sunday, July 24th, 4 p.m. Lo-
cation: Union Chapel. 

Animal Tracking. Explore the world of animal tracks. A 
DPNC family program for ages 5 and up. Wednesday, Au-
gust 10th from 2 to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Suggested 
donation $5. 

Inspect an Insect. Learn about different families of insects as 
we explore the Museum’s Sanctuary and collect live specimens 
for identification and study. Participating nature detectives 
will investigate features that all insects have in common. A 
DPNC family program for ages 5 and up. Wednesday, Au-
gust 17th from 2 to 3 p.m. Location: the Museum. Suggested 
donation $5. 

Bat Chat: Getting to Know Our Most Misunderstood Al-
lies. Bats have occupied our planet for fifty million years yet 
we have only seriously studied them over the last six decades! 
Through Q&A, an illustrated power point presentation, and 
some wonderful props, Gerri Griswold, a wildlife rehabilitator 
and educator who has handled bats for 19 years, will help us 
explore the biology, ecology, and sonar of these extraordinary 
creatures, Sunday, August 21st. 4 p.m. Location: Union Cha-
pel. 

Creature Features at the Ocean. This popular program turns 
us all into seaside scientists. Join us as we explore animals and 
their special adaptations for living in water and on land. A 
CMSC family program for ages 4 and up. Wednesday. Au-
gust 24th from 2 to 3 p.m. Location to be posted. Program 
limited to 20 people. Advance registration required. Suggested 
donation $5. 

On the Playing Fields of Privilege: The Residential Work 
of Delano & Aldrich, 1903-1940. Author, educator, archi-
tecture and design historian Derek Ostergard will give an illus-
trated lecture on the architectural firm of Delano & Aldrich. 
In the history of American architecture, this celebrated firm 
achieved a mythical status for their disciplined aesthetic and 
the sheer, unrivaled elegance of their many commissions. Sun-
day, August 28th. 4 p.m. Location: Union Chapel.

Nature Walks: During July, Nature Walks will start at the 
Museum at 2 p.m. In August, look for posted notices.

Museum Hours: July 3 to Labor Day: Tuesday through Fri-
day: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 12 noon. Closed Mondays. 
Off Season Hours: To be posted. For special appointments: 
Please call Museum director Pierce Rafferty at the Museum.
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